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ABSTRACT 

The story of Jennings, Louisiana, is in the earliest phases, the 
story of "Father" Cary of the middle west. Through his efforts mid-western 
wheat farmers were induced to migrate to Jennings. ‘The mid-westerner found 
the Acadians cultivating rice by primitive methods. The newcomers revoluticn- 
ized the Acadian methods by introducing modern machinery and artificial 
irrigation, As a result; Louisiana supplanted South Carolina as a rice- 
growing center. 

In 1901 alert Jennings businessmen brought in oil operators to 
develop the Jennings Oil Field. This marked the first production of oi] in 
the state of Louisiana. 

Oil became an important element in the econamy of Jennings, but 
rice, the basis of the town's econamy, was still cultivated. After 1%6 
oil production declined and the importance of the industry to Jennings 
decreased, Rice remained, as it always had been, the leading econamic 


activity of the area. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The founding of Jennings was a manifestation of the dynamic 
spirit in Americans which led them to continually seek new frontiers 
and new areas of econamic exploitation. The story of its growth parallels 
that of many other Louisiana towms, but in two respects it has a claim 
to distinctiveness: its middle western origin and its connection with 
Louisiana's Oldest oil field, 
| | . Jennings borders the famous Teche country of Louisiana, which 
was settled and populated largely by the Acadians. These illustrious 
people of French descent traced their lineage back through the days of 
the French and English struggle br the new world. The story of their 
transplantation ranks as one of the most interesting in Louisiana history, 
but we are not able to deal with it here. 

The Jennings area was settled in the main by wheat farmers of 
lowa, Kangas, Nebraska and other midwestern states. These settlers were 
predominately of Anglo-Saxon stock. It is interesting to observe how. 
these two groups of people, the natives and settlers, lived together 
without friction as Americans, a stiuation diametrically opposed to the 
relations that existed between their respective ancestors during the 
struggle for the new world. | 

The new settlers of suthwest Louisiana were referred to as 
"Yankees" by the natives. At first this term was not used in the presence 
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of the settlers for fear of offending them. Qn the other hand, the 
settlers knew the natives as "Creoles" and "Acadians", which was usually 
shortened to "Cajuns." It was shortly discovered that neither group 
objected to these popular nicknames and both the terms "Yankees" and 
"Cajums" were used without fear of offense. Many of the natives were 
unable to Brea Porieretant English, but were very aster 

The Acadians' houses were of substantial construction and 
usually located near the woods and bayous in order that a fuel and water 
supply would be easily available. The fireplace in most homes served as 
both heater and cockstove. All windows and doors were solid and the 
- only lighting system was the use of homemade candles. These were 
manufactured of beef fat, melted and poured into molds. Schools of the 
natives were of short duration. Same families hired teachers to come 
into the hane and tutor the children, The Catholic religion predominated. 

The natives grew rice, cotton, sweet potatoes and corn. 
Practically none of these crops were marketed, but instead were used 
privately and served in the barter system of econamy that existed in the 
native settlements. Nearly all items used, including clothing and house- 
hold goods, were manufactured at hone. Mattresses were made of moss and 
feathers. The natives used a thin material similar to cheese cloth to 
cover their beds as a protection against mosquetos. They did not have the 
convenience of banking facilities and kept their surplus money at hame, 


a 
Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 30, 1934. 
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usually in the medium of twenty dollar gold pleces. There is no evidence 
of indebtdness among ee 

The Acadians proved to be good and helpful neighbors and gave 
appreciable aid to the settlers in hamesteading and Seine. 

The growth of Jennings has been continuetis through the years. 
The commnity's enterprising residents loved the land and developed it to 
the fullest capacity. Through the alertness of its leaders, it fostered 
the first oil well and oil field in the state of Iowisiana. 011 brought 
a boom to the town but this was only a reak in its continous growth. 
When o11 production declined, the baisc agricultural economy kept the 
town prosperous. Jennings did not became a ghost town. 


3 
Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 30, 1934. 
4 ORE Bebe a 


Agathine Geldstein, "ZIouisiana Town," Bienville Democrat, 
February, ee? Denes : 


Jennings Times, April 24 
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Chapter I 


THE FOUNDING OF JENNINGS 


Jennings, Louisiana, just a stop on the Southern Pacific Rail- 
raad in 1880, was settled by mid-western farmers in 1883, thus becoming 
a "Yankee" settlement deep in the "Cajun"! country of southwestern Louisiana. 
| Jennings McComb, for whom the town was named, was a contractor 
On the Seuthern Pacific Railroad. He built the Jennings depot on a 
divide peculiar to southwest rdvdeemy It is known thet he was president 
of the Leuisiana Western Railroad Company and had been associated with 
Charles Morgan in certain railroad transactions. McComb accumulated a 
great fortune, not from the railroad transactions. McComb accumulated a 
great fortune, not from the railroad but from the acquisition of the 
patent for the arrow tie buckle used in the baling of Segre 

At one time it appeared that McComb would give his surname to a 
town on the Louisiana Western Railroad, but the site chosen for McComb, 
ITouisiana, failed to rere lees 

Louisiana Rice Bock (n.pe, 1901), p. 100. This is one of 

several books issued by the Passenger Department of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad. Seana 

“sath Reed, A History of Texas Railreaads (Houston, 1941), p. 229. 


3 

jennines Semi-Weekly News, April 27, 1926. The impression that 
MeCamb, Mississippi, was named for Jennings McComb, while widely held, is 
erroneous. Actually the Mississippi town was founded by Col. Henry Simpson 
McCamb, who was vresident of the New Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern 
Railroad Campany, which is now the main line of the Illinois Central System. 
This informatianwas supplied by N. A. Coplin, Secretary-Manzger of the 
Chamber of Commerce, McComb, Mississippi, in a letter to Henry 1. Riser, 
October 18, 1947. 

uh 
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Tittle is known of McCamb the man, but tradition has it that 
he was capable of violent manifestations of temper. According tothe son 
of "Father" Cary, Jennings' founder, MeComb when provdked could be heard 
from the Mermentau River to the Granit Marias (a distance of ten miles), 
or as the Acadians put it, "de Mentau to de Grand eer 

The first settler in Jennings was A. D. MeFarlain, who came from 
St. Mary Parish, in 1881. This energetic young man was the community's 
first rice grower, first merchant, first postmaster, first brickmaker, and 
first eee? MeFarlain prospered with Jemnings' growth and later be- 
came one of the town's most prominent business men and civic leaders. 
He opened a store in Jennings in 1881 ard although little is known of his 
activities until the arrival of "Father! Cary(1883), he probably carried 
On a very moderate trade with the neighboring Acadians. His later prominence 
as a property owner suggests that he took full advantage of the opportunity 
then es se of acquiring lands in the area for small sums amd by heme- 
steading. 





4a 
Tetter of C. C. Cary to L. E, Block, Secretary-Manager, Jennings 
Association of Camerce, March 26, 1747, in the possession of the Jennings 
Association of Commerce, 
Bs 


5. L. Cary, History fran Ancient to Modern (Jennings, 1913); 
Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 30, 1934. WMeFarlain filed his 
homestead for 124 acres in Jennings at the Federal Land Office in New 
Orleans on July 8, 1876. A photostat of the abstract is held by the Eiber- 


Mayo Title gi Guaranty Company. 





Cary, History fram Ancient to Modern; Jennings Jeff Davis 


Ce neapeniiameee 


Parish News, October 30, 1934. 
| gee Appendix No. 3 for biographical sketch of A. D. MeFerlain. 


Or EA 


Louisiana Rice Bock, p. 100; Cary in his History Fron Ancient 
to modern states that land sold for $1.00 an acre in 1888, 
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The most important personage in the early days of Jennings was 
Sylvester L. Cary. His achievements were so great indeed as to merit fo: 
him designation as the town's founder and the affectionate title of 
"father." Until his arrival Jennings was only a name, Churches, schools. 
streets and other prerequisites of a community were non-existent. 

Cary visited Jennings on the advice of the Louisiana State Con- 
missioner of Immigration, William H. egbersty The reason "Father" Cary 
gave for his travel from Iowa was that he was "seeking a home where there 
was neither winter or nee a a According to Captian J. F. Merry, 
Cary's transportation from Iowa to New Orleans and retum was advanced by 
the railroad. Merry states further that "Father" Cary in requesting 
the ticket promised to repay its value fourfold, and more than kept that 
Sees 

13 
Gary seems to have arrived in Jennings on February 7, 1883. 
Qn his entry into Jennings he found only the McFarlain family and ten 
section hands. The town's four buildings consisted of the epot, a section 
See Appendix no. 1 for biographical sketch of S. L. Cary. 
vem Daily Times Record, December 31, 1904. 





Jennings Reporter, Januzry 17, 1889. 
12 
Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 30, 1934. Capt. 
J. F. Merry was head of the Inmigration Department of the Illinois Central 
Railway at the time Cary made his trip. 
13 


iousiana Rice Book, p. 100; Jennings Reporter, January 17, 
1889; Jennings Daily Times Teconi, December 31, 1904. He must have 
arrived at night as the only adheduled stops in Jennings at this time were 
at night. Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 30, 1934. 
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14 
house, a dwelling house, ans McFarlains store. Business at the depot 


was restricted largely to shipments of hides, eggs, rice, whiskey, am 
sweet steele 

Cary was quickly convinced that Jennings was the paradise for 
which he was searching and inmediately set out to secure his share of the 
land thereabouts. On February 9, he was in New Orleans filing his home- 
stead claim. According to the records of the Federal land Office in New 
ae? he secured two tracts of land in Jennings, each consisting of 162 
shred He paid a fee of ten dollars for each tract to cover the work 
involved in changing the title of the land and drawing up deeds and abstracts. 

So impressed was "Father'' Cary by the attractiveness of the c ountry 

around Jennings that he felt impelled to share his findings with others. 
This conviction resulted in his entering upon the second phase of his great 
adventure, that of bringing fellow mid- westerners to southwest Louisiana. 
He began to write letters to his friends in Iowa, extolling the advantages 
of the countryside surrounding Jennings. When he returned to Iowa to remove 
his family to their newly acquired hame, he successfully persuaded several 
neighbors, preparing to migrate west, to take advantage of the opportunities 

14 

Polk's Jennings City Directory, 147 (Dallas, 1947), p. 14. 

(Hereafter cited as Polk's Jennings.); Jennings Reporter, Jamary 17, 1889. 
retire Rice Bock, p. 101. 
po ae 


1 
Abstracts (photostats) in the files of Eiber-Mayo Title and 


GUgranty Company, Jennings, Louisiana. 
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he had discovered in Jennings and suthvest ccereal In the mean- 
while, Cary had applied for the position of station agent oe the Southern 
Pacific Railroad and on April 1, 1883, he received the job. ‘The Southern 
Pacific assisted "Father" Cary's pioneering activities by making him 
Northern Immigration Agent and by publishing literature for distribution 
throughout the eraaet tt 

Same of the first people to migrate to Jennings were 2. Gallup, 
George B, Spencer, David Patterson, J. D. Cox, F. D. Noble, Harlo White, 
William Bull, N.S. Craig, A. S. Blair, Dr. Reynolds, Ha. David, 0. 
Williams, and J. ee The settlers continued to come, and by 188% 
the population of Jennings had reached 1503 by 1890, it was 412; and by 
1900, 1,539. | 

The settlers came fram throughout the middlewest, but the majority 

were from eee Those who came were in most instances fairly prosperous 


farmers for they brought with them household goods, livestock, and farm 


23 
implements. 





it 
phn ad Jeff Davis Parish News, October 30, 1934. 


Touisiana Rice Book, p. 100. 
Ly 
Tbidv, p. 201. 
20. 
Jennings Reporter, January 17, 1889. 
an 
Association of Commerce Statistics, Jennings, Louisiana, 
22 | 
_ This fact is substantiated by the register of the Calcasieu 
house, which covers the period fram February 13, 1885, to January 24, 
1587, The original register is now located at the Jennings Public Library. 
23 


Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 28, 1930. 





ro Medien aa 






_ Most of the inmigrants came by rail but a few families made the 
long trip by covered cy ual fmong the latter was the wilkins family, who 
moved down the Mississippi River to a point of debarkation near its junctim 
with the Red River. From there they proceded westward by covered wagon 
to Jennings. The trip was made without mishap excepting a short period of 
anxiety experienced when the party crossed Bayou Nezpique on the rickety 
ferry in use cease 

Title abstracts indicate that most of the land imside the 
original city limits was first procured by homesteading. A sampling of 
the land registrar's files shows that H. L. Cary (''Father" Cary's son) 
secured 162 acres on July 11, 1983; F. D. Noble, 82 acres, November 13, 
1883; and E. R. Shankland, 162 acres, April 10, 1885. LIater acquisitions 
were make through homesteading by A. L. Brillault, Patterson, Cutting, G.H. 
Morse, Jenkins, and L. L. ageiial 
The people were quick to organize for the purpose of carrying on 
the society to which they had been accustamed. Religious services began 
in 1884 and were first held in the depot which was not a busy place in the 
daytime for the only two trains going through Jennings were scheduled to 
stop at night. Gathering of church goers in the waiting room of the depot 
was a regular part of the Sunday routine. As a outgrowth of this gathering 
D4. 
New Orleans Daily Picayume, August 4, 1888, 
"pov Jeff Davis Parish News, October 30, 1934. 
Abstracts, for dates cited. 
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came the organization of the first Sunday School with "Father"! Cary, a 
Presbyterian, as its superintendent. Other officers were Mrs. L. S. 
Remage (then Laura Sherman) , Episcopalien, and Mrs. Helen Childs, Congre- 
gationalist. Teachers were Mrs. W. P. Hose, Batptist, Mrs. E. R. Sharklend, 
Episcopalian, and Mrs. Ephram Crank, Methodist. ‘Thus it is readily apparent 
that early church activities in Jennings had a pronounced interdaminational 
character. Fron this informal Sumday School organization developed the 
first Jennings Church. In the early part of 1885, the Sumday School 
accepted the invitation of A. D. McFarlain to share the two-story building 
that he had just ones 

About this time the Reverend J. A. Jones, of Howard County, Iowa, 
appeared on the scene and became the guiding spirit of the commnity's 
religious in After a year of rapid progress, the first church organi- 
zation was established on April 27, 1886. This church was organized as the 
Union Church; but owing to the develorment of seme problems in its 
financing the name was changed to the Congregational Chruch. The members 
immediately began raising funds for the erection of a church building and 
on November 21, 1886, the newly completed structure was dedicated. In 
1930, Mrs. Remage recalled that everone donated generously in money and 
labor to the new church and that D. Derouen, a Catholic, was one of the 
most liberal eines This building was later expanded in order to 





PY, 

eS: Semi-Weekly News, April 27, 1926. 
a ; 

Ibid. 
29 


Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October,28, 1930. 
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care for the increasing number of settlers. 

A second institution which contributed to the foundation and 
growth of the comunity was the school. In 1885, McFarlain built and 
donated to the town a one-rocm schoolhouse, which was located near the 
site where Central School now stands. Cary again showed his remarkable 
Leadership and resourcefulness by becaning the school's first teacher. 

He taught what was known as a "cammon school", financed by a nominal fee 
of $2.50 per month per ave cgi 

The spirit of commmity development was further evidenced by 
the ctaging in 1885 of Jennings' first fair. This fair was sponsored by 
the southwest Louisiana Horticultural Society, an organization founded by 
EK. R. Shankland, who had been a horticulturist in Iowa. The fair opened 
on August 8, with the waiting room of the depot contributing an exhibit 
room. People came from the countryside to participate in the event, buying 
doughnuts and coffee from the local ladies. Prizes were given for the 
highest quality of peaches, figs, pears, grapes and hrc 

Another stabalizing and enriching influence in the commmnity 
was the Library Society organized on February 7, 1685, by the women of 
Jermings. In October, 188, a committee was appointed by the organization 
to report on the possibility of purchasing a lot to be used for a library 
site. The conmittée reported "Father" Cary's offer to donate a lot for 
Ser oSuainee sit 

Ibid., October 30, 1934. 
ere Semi-Weekly News, April 27, 1926. 
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this purpose. The society accepted this gift, but later relinquished it 
in favor of a more desirable location. The society was incorporated in 
1888, with the foblowing charter members: Mrs. Will Daniels, Mr. J. E. 
Foster, Mrs. Will Briggs, Mrs. E, Shankland, Mrs. Fannie Noble, Mrs. Laura 
Remage, Mrs, Amelia Galkins, Mrs. Abbie Anderson, and Mrs. S. IL. Cary. 
On February 2, 1889, the society purchased a house and lot fron Will 
Daniels and started the first public tie 

Owing to the influx of settlers fram the mid-west, the population 
increased tenfold from 188 to 1900, growing fran 150 to 1, 530. With 
such rapid growth same planning was necessary in the way of laying off 
streets and lots. MeFarlain foreseeing this need in the eerly €0's platted 
the forty acres canprising the original ora 

The first house, other than the original dwellings, was erected 
in 1883 by J. G. McMartin on the comer of Cary Averme and Nezpique Street. 
The second house was built in 1884 by F. D. Noble. From this time on the 
construction of residences progressed steadily. 

One of the first commercial buildings was the drugstore of Dr. 
Remage, built in 1884. In the same year, A. D. MeFarlain erected his two- 
story building, and later, in 1889, he built the first brick structure in 
Jennings. : The first telegraph office was built in 18%. In 1889, Mr. 





2 
Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 28, 1930. 
Sie | at 
Jennings Semi-Weekly News, April 27, 1926. 
4 pies 
a Times, April 24, 1902. 
3 


Ibid. 
36 
Jennings Semi-Weekly News, April 27, 1926. 
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L. L. Morse established his hardware store in the name of L. L. Morse & 
Sons. The company was later incorporated as the Morse Hardware Co. Ltd. 


The original town, as laid out by A. D. McFarlain, was augmented 
38 
by the Cary addition, surveyed and platted in 1888. The best picture of 


Jennings in the pioneer period of the 1880's was given by a Daily Picayune 
correspondent who was visiting Jennings in July, 1888. 


o Paynee Sib /Jennings7 looks new, a little bleak and 
treeless, but thoroughly businesslike .. . and there is 
one saloon and several stores and two ob three land 
offices . . . The houses are small, are low roofed, gabled, 
- + « and as if hollowed out of a great pine tree... 
but they do not suit the climate, being without wide halls 
or big windows and encircling porches. There are many 
hotels, an imposing school and one church. The streets 
are broad and the houses scattering. . . There are no 
cisterns, and each labor saving house owner has put a 
well under the shelter of the kitchen roof. At all the 
doors and windows are wire screens, and mosquito bars 
are thereby unnecessary. An entorprising woman opening 
a furniture and household furnishing and crockery store 
here, and selling on the installment plan would make a 
good living. There is not a piano in town, and scarcely 
a negro, and the lightning rod man has missed the place 
somehow. There is neither a hardware store, nor a tin 
shop, nor a news stand, snd I am told that for certain 
reasons of economy many ladies do their shopping in St. 
Louis or Chicago. There is not a house for rent, none 
for sale, end at present none building in Jennings, al- 
eka of new settlers are looked for this 
[Qs MINA 


Sine most of the settlers were farmers, agricultural pursuits 


became of prime importance in the new community. In the mid-western area 


wheat had been the principal crop; but factors of soil and climate made 





Bl ean te (Jennings, 1907). 
38 
Cary, History From Ancient to Modern, 


oy 
Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 30, 1934. 
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the culture of wheat impracticable in the new locality. 

The first efforts to develop a marketable crop were concen- 
trated on fruit growing. The Southwest Iotisiana Horticultural Society 
was formed in Jennings to foster the infant orchards.. In an effort to 
enliven interest in fruit culture, this organization sponsored the first 
agricultural fair in gonna 

Caryis eagerness to see Jennings develop fruit orchards caused 
him to engage a local orchardist of same renown named Iadd to analyze the 
soil and recommend the best types of fruit trees for the area. In the 
process of subsequent experimentation many trees were brought from Georgia 
that were infected with curculio, a type of weevil. This pest and others 
soon reduced the fruit venture to smite 

Rice was early adopted as the main crop by sare individual far- 
mers but concentrated effort in this field came gradually. The insignigicant 
place accorded its growth is evidenced by the fact that a Daily Picayune 
observer commenting on the Jennings area in 1888 remarked that the soil was 
Nadmirably adapted for cattle raising, for hay making, and for fruit, such 
as pears and <bean Thus was overlboked entirely the industry which 
was destined to became the leading agricultural pursuit of the Jennings 
region. | 

40 

Jennings Semi-Weekly News, April 27, 1926. There is no 
evidence that awards were made for any agricultural products other than 
those for various varieties of fruit. 

Jemnings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 28, 1930. 


42 
Ibid., October 30, 1934. 
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MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT TO 1920 


The people of Jemihes were not so deeply engaged in their 
eteatic endeavors as to overlock active participation in goverrmental 
and political affairs. The townsite was at first located in Ward 2 of 
Calcasieu Parish. Iater it was placed in and largely canprised Werd 10. 

D. D. Andrus, E. D. Conner and George Hathaway are among those who repre- 
sented Jennings on the Parish Police sil Other citizens of Jennings 

who served the parish in inportant capacities during the first decade of 

the town's history included S. L. Cary, who was appointed as a represent<-tive 
to the State Agricultural Society which met in Baton Rouge on Jamary 26, 
1887," and F. D. Noble, who was a delegate to the Interstate Convention 

held in Lake Charles on February 22, 1887," 

Active interest of the commmity in civic progress during this 
period is evidenced by a mmber of petitions submitted af the Calcasieu 
Police Jury by the citizens of Jennings, seeking construction and improve- 
ment of roads and Peeee. | One such petition requested construction of a 

al 

William H. Perrin, 


Southwest Lonisiana Ringraphical and 
cal (New Orleans, 1891), p. 1733 Jennings Weekly Times-Heconi, April 
25, : 


Unpublished Police Jury Minutes of Calcasieu Parish, Volume 5, 
Book "C", p. 212. (Handwritten copy in the Department of Archives, Louisiana 
State University of original in Calcasieu Parish Court House, Leake Charles, 
Iouisiana. 
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Ibid., pe 227. 
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bridge over Bayou Nezpique. This bayou was the boundary line common to 
Calcasieu and Acadia Parishes. The Calcasieu Jury appointed a committee 
to confer with the Acadia Parish Police Jury with the view of making this 
a joint Prien. The Acadia Parish Police Jury refused to assist in this 
project but did extend the privilege to Calcasieu Parish to proceed with 
the construction of the ee 

By the late 1800's the need of a local government was strongly 
felt. The General Assembly of the State of Louisiana had provided in 1882 
for the incorporation of villages into body omen This law eliminated 
the need of a special act of the General Assembly for each village incor- 
porated. The only requirement set forth Sas act was that the village 
applying must have 200 or more inhabitants. In 1888, Jennings, having 
fulfilled this requirement, inmediately took action to set up a municipal 
government. 

Qn May 2, 1888, John H. Roberts was elected mayor and W. B. 
Anderson, E. R. Shankland, W. S. Briggs, F. D. Noble and G. H. Morse were 

y 

chosen trustees. These offichils met on the same day of election and 


appointed a cammission to conduct a second election for the adoption of 


Told. su pedooG. 
Ibid., De 266. 
7 


Acts of the General Assembly of Louisiana, 1882 (Baton Rouge, 
135) seDie oa Gis Wl 


“ane Pe 60. 


Unpublished Ordinance Bods of Jennings, Louisiana, 188-1938, 
He fe (Op abel City Hall, Jennings, Louisiana). Hereafter cited as Ordinance 


Book. 





14 


10 
the charter. § The town's voters, 34 in mmber, unanimously adcpted the 


charter on June 9, 1888, The charter provided for the election or 

appointment of a ‘town marshall and authorized the mayor to hold court for 
12 

minor offences such as.disorder and muisnace. These two agents together 

set up the first local law enforcement and court system. In accordance 

with the charter, the Board of Trustees elected D. Deroven as treasurer 

and E. J. Miller as town marshall. At the same time the board appointed 
1 

cammittees on finance, ordinance, and street. 

By the end of 1888, the town council had put into effect twenty 
six ordinances. These first mmnicipal laws dealt with taxes, range laws, 
dog licenses, road work, sanitary conditions, curfew on taverns, right 
of peaceable assembly, construction of wooden sidewalks, and prehibited 

14 
the carrying of deadly weapons. 

The town was governed umer the orginal charter until 1892. 
On Dedember 31, of that year, the people voted to supplement the charter 
by the adpption of several amendments. Some of these amendments made 
various sections of the charter more specific, while others dealt with 

10 

Ibid., pe 1. 
vO | 
Ibid. 9 pe 14. 
ie 
Ibid., pp. 2-7. See Appendix Number 5 for an outline of 
the charter's provisions. 

18 

Ibid.,; p. 14. 

14 


Ibid., pp. 24-62. See Appendix Number 6 for brief summary 
of city ordinances. — 






. -. Oj 
Ppotit 


ssn bs ls age: 
riuBeent ap ube OB of 
rood arth egk> angie a a; 
er 
efoonte Sam ‘sealed 


‘sanoOo fiwot ea Ri if %o Sere ect? b 24 
totrran det? cael .ecatieniog 









tad - 


it “24 otter beot .peensekt 268 


_ <<< 


15 


problems not anticipated at the time the first charter was adopted. One 
of the amendments provided that the mayor and trustees should be elected 
annually rather than every two years as outlined in the first charter. 
Another amendment provided for a ‘town supported school for children from 
six to eighteen years of age within the city ey. 

| The next change in the city Peverent was inaugurated in 1900 
during the administration of Mayor Hage When the people by an 
overwhelming majority voted to incorporate Jemings as a municipality under 
the mayor~alderman ya as provided by a’ legislative act of 1898. 

In 1912, the legislature passed an act which roe munici- 

palities to adopt the mayor-camissioner plan of city government. 
Jennings was quick to tale advantare of the new Wee For some years 
after the creation of the city government, the city officials discharged 
their public duties in conjunction with their individual business pursuits. 
This practice was due in part to the limited fiinds of the new rovernnent 
and also to the fact that full time work was not necessary to carry on the 
administrative duties. “he early mayors evidently sought the potas Cor 


reasons other than pay as the salary was only $1O.00 a month. The first 





15 
Ibid., pp. 9-12. 
ica 


Thide, Denl34. 
Lei 


Acts of the General Assembly of Louisiana 1898 (Baton Rouge 
Touisiana, 1898), PPe 204-2446 j 
18 


Ibid. 9 19,5 Ppe 425-4356 
19 
Ordinance Bock, p. 307. 


20 
: Unpublished City Council Minutes of Jennings, Louisiana; The 
City Kecord, 1900-1902, p. 11, (MS in City Hall, Jennings, Touisiana). 
Cited hereafter as the City Record. 
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salary adjustment was made in 1905 when the mayor's remuneration was 
raised to $50.00 ete 

The town marshall was also employed on.a part-time basis at 
$100.00 a year plus the fees of the office, which were paid to him by 
the owners concerned for such services.as the removal of dead animals 
and ee ooo and keeping livestock caught running at large in the city 
limits. In 1907 the marshall wes employed full time and given the duties 
of chief of 28, The salaries of trustees and aldermen varied fron 
time to time, never being more than $50.00 a aa In 1910 the city 
councilmen voted to donate their salaries back to the Pte 

The citizens of the town tock a lively interest in the selection 
of public officials. It was a common practise to hold mass meetings for 
the purpose of selecting pial nee candidates to present to the voters 
for their ope eric etd The Acadian attitudes toward volitics in the 


early days is best expressed by a quotation from the Jennings Times-Record 


of 19033 


el 
Ibid.: Municiple Mimites, 1905-1911, p. 3. (MS in City Hall, 
Jennings, Louisiana). Cited hereafter as Municipal Minutes. 
22 


Ordinance Book, p. 82. 
23 

TbidsaD. 229. 
24 


City Record, p. 140 


25 
peploireh Minutes, p. 358. 
20 
Jennings Weekly Times Record, February 2, 1907; Jennings 
Beacon, Novermber 29, 1899, 
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_ Mos' h'ev'ry day two t'ree men come to my house 
an say "Shake han's, you ma friend. I been knowin' 
you long time, me. Maybe you like to take de small 
drink." I don't know dat man, me, but he say he know 
me. He know my name, h'all right an' he know de mane 
of H'all my big boys. He kiss de baby, an' tell me ma 
wife he t'ink ma daughter, Yes. 
Dat's a ver' nice man an! when he h'ask me if I'm 
goin' vote for 'm, say "Yes sir’; h'every time. "H'all 
ma boy and h'all ma frien's hey goin' vote for you too. 
You good man, yes." 
; I wonder what datoyan Tun for. Dat's good man, 
but I forgot his name. 
28 
In 1888 the people of Jennings built a second school building. 


This structure was erected under the direction of A. D. McFarlain, E. R. 
Shankland, and L. S. Crain: The ground plan of the building was 
similar in shape to a cross. There were four rooms downstairs, two large 
and two small. ‘the upstairs served as a public bell. Five teachers 
constituted the teaching snr “his school, erected by a stock company, 
weS paid for by the people through subscriptions in the company. 

The first assistance fron the city government was the provision 
of a teachers' fund. A special tax of 23 mills was passed for this purpose 
in 1889.7" Also in 1889 the board of trustees made Jennings a school dis- 





Ay! 
PRESS: Weekly~Times-kecord, December 25, 1903. 
2 


The first school was that taught by S. L. Cary in the building 
donated by A. D. McFarlain. 
29 


Jennings Times, April 24, 1902. 
30 

New Orleans Daily Picayune, August 2, 1888, 
BL 


Jennings Beacon, Novermber 29, 1899. 





2 
Ordinance Book, p. 70. 
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a3 
trict. A school board was set up camposed of three elected directors. 


In addition to the public school system there were two private 
‘schools in the years prior to 1900. Ome of these was directed by Professor 
Briggs, who had formerly been connected with the public school, and the 
other by a Miss e paae or 

By the beginning of the school year 1902-03, the enrol]ment had 
reached 300 eee This group was instructed by one principal, one 
assistant principal and seven teachers. : The teachers' pay was very low, 
ranging from $75 per month for the pirmcipal to $35 per month for primary 
grede teachers. This depressed pay scale in 1902 brought forth an edi- 
torial urging an increase of teachers! ener aat2s By 1904 the pay scale 
wes increased to $100 and poe, Pe? 

The crowded conditions prevailing in the school system due to 
the increased population as a result of the oil discovery caused the 
officials in Re 1902, to cease registration of new students in the 


beginning grades. This occurrence brought on continued agitation for 





34 
Se Beacon, November 29, 1902. 








3g onnines Daily*iecord, September 16, 192. 
Ibid., July 26, 1902. | 
ve 
Ibid., April 28, 1902. 
Ibid., August 6, 1902. 
9 
Jennings Weekly Times-Record, July 22, 1904. 


40 
Jennings Daily-Record, January 20, 1902. 
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additional school facilities. The sttuation was not alleviated until 
Ocotber, 1902. At that time the board of trustees let a contract for 
the erection of Southside School south of the ee 

During these early years, Jennings’ schools received no financial 
support fram Calcasieu Parish. ‘he old parish school board, owing to 
limited funds, provided only for rural schools. ‘The schools located in 
towns: were to be supported by minicipal dosha In view of this the 
board of trustees deemed it only feir that tuition fees should be charged 
to pupils residing outside the city ett 

The people of Jennings were never satisfied with their educational 
facilities. Even before the Southside School was completed a meeting was 
held jointly by the Board of Directors and the Commercial League to dis- 
cuss the school situation. s. L. Cary, Dr. Hell, and Prof. Slowatter, the 
school principal were avpibinted as a committee to investigate the possi- 
bility of erecting a new high siiecieas In 1905, it was proposed that the 
city incur a debt of $35,000 to build a new seared But not until two 
years later were definite steps taken to secure a new school. May 18, 
1907, the property owners of Jennings voted by a large majority to become 
indebted to the amount of $40,000 for the erection of a new or 


Ceara fe Weekly Times-Fecord, October 9, 1903. 
ee Daily Times, October 23, 1901. 

1 ee Record, pe 4. | 

poe Weekly Times-Record, September 25, 1903. 
_ oniinaee Book, p. 190. 


Jennings Times-Record, May 18, 1907. 
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Bids for the new binilding were let in July, 1908, and work 
began immediately. The new school was ready for the 1909-10 school year. 
This marked the end of school construction in Jennings until after World 
War I. In the year 1910-11 the school system served 502 students and had 
a thousand volume vy ooo 

In addition tothe public and private schools mentioned, Jennings 
was served also by St. Henry's asBaenye! a Catholic school, and the 
Industrial esate 

In 1901 the library, which the Ledies Library Society had 
established, was destroyed by the great conflagration which swept away 
most of Jennings' business district. The society, refusing to give up 
their goal of an adequate library for Jennings, immediately set out to 
restore that which had been lost. A local merchant gave the society the 
use of a part of his store. He further provided a librarian by allowing 
one of his employees to act in this capacity. the few remaining volumes 





47 
Twenty-Second Annual Report of John McNeese, Superintendent 
of Public Education, Calcasieu Parish, 1910-11, p. 15. Jennings was a 
member, along with Abbeville, Crowley, Iake Charles, New Iberia and Welsh, 
of the Gulf Coast High Schoo! Teague. This organization sponsored 
athletic and intellectual contests between the member schools. It was 
also a member of the Inter-G6cholastic Oratorical and Athletic Association, 
an organization similar in schpe to the Gulf Coast Teague. Gulf Coast 
High School Ieague (Jennings, Louisiana, 1907), pp. 1-10; Jennings 
Weekly Mnes-ecord, April 26, 1907. 

4 


gcuentr, Jennings, Louisiana, 1907. 
oo : 
Jennings Industrial Academy (Jennings, Louisiana, n.d.), 


Ppe 1-8, 


For an account of this greet fire see below p. 36. | 
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were supplemented gradually until the library was again of moderate pro- 
ce After seeling the old library site, the society purchased two 
very desirable lets on the old library site, the society pruchased two 

very desirable lots on the corner of Cary Avemie and West Market Street. 

The City Council in 1905 turned down a request for $1,000 a 
year to support the library. ‘the following year the society called a 
mass meeting to devise means of raising money for the library. All 
efforts came to naught until the society decided to solicit Andrew 
Carnegie for a grant to build a library for Jennings. Mrs. F. R. Jaerke 
corresponded with the Carnegie Foundation and successfully secured the 
money. Since the Carnegie Foundation stipulated that the recipent city 
of such a grant mst ow the gpound on which the buildings wes to be 
erected, the society made the Site communal by deeding the property to 
the city of Jennings, 

In 1907 the city accepted the donation of land and the $10,000 
grant fron Andrew Carnegie, In accepting the Inad and money the city 
agreed to appropriate $1,000 per year for the Support of the library. 

The city further provided by ordinance, a Library Board of Trustees to 
administer the new library. The first board was canposed of mesdames 


Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 30, 1934, 


Municipal Minutes, p. 5, 
53 pee 

Jennings Weekly Times-Record, November 2, 1906. 
sates Jeff Davis Parish News, Cetober 30, 1934. 


Ordinance Book, p. 209, 
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J. R. Jaerke, J. H. Heiner, G. W. Remage, G. P. Corutney, M. L. Roberts, 
George Hathaway, Ne S. Craig, and T. L. Waddell, with the high schoo! 
principal being named ex-officiate member of the board. The library 
was completed in 1908 and stards today as the Jennings Public Library. 
Another project receiving the attention of the local government 

was the imporvement of roads and streets. This work had always been done 
by the collective labor of all able-bodied males in the community. All 
men were required to put in four days work a year or pay $1.50 per diem 
in lieu of such work. With the passing of the years, the act governing 
collective labor was repeatedly revised so as to require less and less 
work per Re sites The practice of collective labor was finally dis- 
continued when the paving of streets et afte 

In conjunction with the road work, the pbuilding of sidewalks 
was undertaken soon after the City Council began to function. The city 
required property owners to construct wooden sidewalks abutting their 
premises. It was specified that if the owners failed to comply with the 
law the city would have the walks built at the owners expense. ae city 
assumed the responsibility of constructing the street crossings. 

The Jennings Beacon in 1899 paid a special compliment to several 


business houses including T. C. Mahaffey, and the Jennings Banking and 


ce 


Cruel Minutes, FP. 172-3. 
here Book, Pe 43. 
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trust Campany, that were constructing brick sidewalks in front of their 
binildings and urged all firms to take up the project. 

The city continued to pass ordinances up to 1900 providing for 
wooden walks. 3 The greater portion of these walks were destroyed during 
the 1901 conflagration. This resulted in the construction of concrete 
yalks by the businessmen, in the absence of any law requiring them to do 
so. Photographs show that in the rebuilding of the business district 
after the fire, the concrete foundations of the buildings were constructed 
jn such a manner as tof a a sidewalls between the front walls of the 
buildings and the street. The construction of walks a a result of this 
rebuilding was SO thorough that not until 1910 was it necessary for 
the town to pass ordinances on the subject. After 1930 the work of 
puilding walks continued without interruption until the needs of the city 
were eens 

‘Municipal growth necessitated the expansion of existing public 
utilities and the installation of new services. Telephone and electric 
light facilities were established in 1898 and 1599 respectively, but 
water works and a sewerage system came more tardily. 


The first step toward securing a water works was taken in 1900 


ee 
1 
Jennings Beacon, November 22, 1899~ 


2 
Ordinance Bock, pp. 45 ff. 


3 : 
é Jemmings Times, April 24, 1902. 
4 
copes Book, Pe 2976 
Ibid., po. 258 ff. 
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yhen the town council passed an ordinance authorizing an election to 
determine whether or not the city should Een indebtedness of $25,000 
for the constmuction of a public water system. But there is no record ° 
that this election occurred. 

Tack of a water system resulted in a tremendous loss to the 
people in the great fire of 1901, and brought this glaring defect of the 
city's facilities to the attention of all. Agitation for a water works 
never ceased until an ordinance was passed calling for an election eo 
determine whether or not the city should undertake the work involved. 

The issue was raised as to whether the water works should be owned pri- 
vately or by the municipality. Most of the citizens were in favor of 
mmicipal pace ae and in 1902 a mass meeting was held to voice opinion 
in the matter. 

An election hald on February 18, 1902, resulted in a sweeping 
victory for public ownership. In this sare election overwhelming majorities 
were registered for a water works, a sewerage system and a town hall. The 
citizenry was so exhilarated over the outcane of the election that a large 
jubilee was held in town on the night of February 22, to celebrate the 
viceaey es The event was the occasion for many fireworks end much cannon 


firing. 





66 
Ibid., p. 136. This amount was to be reised by the sale of 


one hundred bonds of $250 each bearing five per cent interest per annum. 
The debt was to be paid off by a special tax of five mills to be enforced 
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une Daily Record, February 15, 192. 
Ibid., February 24, 1902. 
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By August of 1902, one hundred men had begun work on the water 
and sewerage system. less than a year later representatives of the city 
council inspected the systems and accepted them from the ional 

The rates chargeable for the service remered by these two 
systems were fixed by the city council at fifty cents a month per faucet, 
fifty cents a mohth for each bath tub, closet and kitchen sink. These 
rates applied both to residential and commercial services with the exceptior 
of saloons which were charged $2.00 a fanaa The city council dis- 
covered in 1906 that the five mill tax enacted to retire the bonds would 
leave a surplus. The members immediately petitioned the state requesting 
that a law be passed enabling the city to use the surplus as it saw ils 

Further steps were taken in 1907 to insure an adequate water 
supply at all times. The town entered into an agreement with the Northern 
Rice Milling Company calling for cooperation in time of water shortages 
or breakdowns in the system of either party. This was accomplished by 
each party connecting on to the reservoir of the pe The water 
supply was considerably strengthened in 1908 when the city contracted for 
the dirlling of another well. The contract called for a well with pumping 


facilities that would provide 700 to 1,000 gallons per minute. the con- 





OTbid., August 26, 1302. 

eens Southern Record, April 24, 1903. 
ee Bock, Dp. 173. 

ereetee calarrartas’ pp. 49-50. 
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Ibid. 3 De 12356 
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| 75 
tract was accepted and ca rried out by Layne and Bowler Company. 


The first franchise for electric power was granted in 1699. 

This franchise accorded to R. §. Stearns and Associates the right to 
install, maintain and operate an electric light and power plant in 
Jennings. Operating under the name of the Jennings Electric Light 
and Power Company, a new franchise was obtained in gee The city 
contracted for electric street lights in 1914 from the Jennings Company. 
The growth of the large public utility companies made possible the use 
of modern equipment, better service and reduced rates. In 1919 the 
Public Service Company of Southwest Louisiana absorbed the Jennings Company 
and began to render public and private service £8 the ‘pai 

A system of communication was developed along with public 
utilities and other improvements. The first franchise for telephone ser- 
vice was granted on March 1, 1689, to L. V. Johnson amd Albert Perkins of 
Acadia Parish. The charge of installation was $18.00 per box with a 
monthly service charge of $2.00. The telephone office remained open from 
7 A.M. to 9 P.M. weekdays and from 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. on SumMays. In com 
pliance with the franchise the company agreed to install and maintain a 


telephone in the depot free of charge. This franchise was not exclusive. 


(Ass 
Tbid., pp. 184-185. 


Ordinance Book, p. 132. 
77 

Ibid e 9 p @ 180. 
78 
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In 1910 the city council authorized the Cumberland Telephone 

and Telegraph campany to operate in Jennings. The franchise granted 
indy Ae a telephone would be installed in the mayor's office free 
of charge. ‘ tthe new exchange brought many new additions to the list of 
telephone subscribers. This was due to the opening up of more lines, 
so aan of rates and modern facilities which expedited the placing of 
calls. z 

| In March, 1889, the Postal Telegraph eau Company was 
authorized to operate a telegraph service in Jennings. 

Improvements were not left entirely in the hands of the lccal 
government. The citizenry made extensive use of civic organizations to 
numerous groups which worked diligently for the advancement of the town 
and its citizens. Another of the outstanding civic groups was the Civic 
Teague. This organization also drew its membership from the women of the 
comunity. The league was organized on November 16, 1907, and secured its 
charter on May 1, 1909. Its record of achievements is indeed an enviable 
one. Its most meritoricus contribution is undubitably the improvement 
and maintence of the cemetery. The league established and collected 
standard fees from the individual owners for the care of the cemetery lots. 
The funds thus acquired were used to hire a full time sexton whose job it 
oe 

Ibid., p. 145. 
82 
Jennings Daily Times, October 21, amd October 23, 1°01. 


83 
Ordinance Bock, p. 128. 
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was to care for the lots and keep the grounds attractive. The Jennings 
Board of Health usually called on the league for cooporation on the 
general clean-up and imspection day held one day out of every month. 

The conducting of bazaars was a routine affair. These provided both 
entertainment for the town and also funds which the league utilized in 
its various civic undertakings. In addition to the activities outlined, 
the league sponsored tree planting, made scholarship loans, aided the 
Fair Association, provided the city with two parks, agitated for paving 
and instituted a city Pe icttan tet 

One of the oldest civic groups in Jennings with a contimous 
history is the Woman's Literary Club which was organized in 1894. The 
club's specific purpose in organizing was the mental improvement of its 
members in literature, art, science, and "vital interests of the day.!! 

In general the club sought to pakece soc members in the cultural qualities 
requisite to a well ordered society. ; 

Soon after oil became a part of the Jennings scene, business- 
men of Jennings realizing a boom was on, held a mass meeting of all those 
engaged in business pursuits. The purpose of the meeting was to promote 
the prosperity of the towm by taking advantace of the discovery of petro- 
— 

Unpublished Minutes of the Civic league, 1907-1914, et 
passim. (MS ‘g the law office of Walter Peters, Jennings, Louisiana). 


Unpublished Reports of the Woman's Literary Club, 18™%- 
1944. (MS in ee Jennings Public Iibrary). 


Jennings Daily Times, October 2, 1901. 
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An editorial in the Jermings Daily Times folloved up this 
meeting by strongly advocating the organization of a commercial league, 
with 3 ah ae secretary to promote the growth and advancement of the 
community. The outcome of this editorial was the organization Se 
Jennings Commercial League in 1902 with Alba Heywood as president. Qne 
of the first steps taken by the league was to secure municipal tax exemption 
for eight years as an inducement for new industries to came to ee” 
In 1902 the league was host to the hice Association of America which met 
in Jennings in that year. Moreover, the league participated in various 
minor movemtns for the betterment of the sie It was not uncommon for 
the league to call mass meetings in order to presant problems of a civic 
nature to the is 

Various other organizations such as the Woman's Christian Tem 
perance Union, Ladies Aid Society, Grand Army of the Republic, ‘Epworth 
Teague, Elks Lodge, Knights of Pythias and Woman's Relief Corrs served 
the town by orienting their members toward the goal of a more perfect 
cammnity. 

87 

Ibid., October 19, 1901. 
One 
Souvenir, Jennings, Louisiana, 1903. 
see Daily Record, August 11, 1%2. 
Thid., October 30, 1902. 
*Tid., November 1, 1902. 
Ibid., October 1, 192. 
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In the formative years of Jennings, 1900-1910, the desire 
for civic improvement permeated the society. More so during this period 
than at any other time, the various city records, newspapers and records 
of civic organizations show a concentratéd effort toward the general 
advancement of the cammunity. 

The creation of Jennings and its continuous growth ultimately 
led to the division of Calcasieu Parish. As early as 18% bills had 
been submitted to the state legislature providing for a division of 
"Imperial Caleasieu." Since Iake Charles contained a vaster population 
than any other area cn the parish, the state representative came from 
Lake Charles and naturally led the fight against such a seers 

After fe defeat of the division bill of 1908, the backers 
of parish division in Jennings formed the Jefferson Davis Parish Division 
Club in Arar to keep the issue skye The newspapers of Jennings and 
Lake Charles tock every opportunity to chide each other poreomne 
parish division. The Ieke Charles Press referred to Jennings as the Alba 
Heywood Parish; Heywood being one of the advocated for division. The 
Lake Charles Press remarked that difision was so important to Jennings 
that the school children there were statted in arithmetic with a division 
problem. , fn editorial of the Jennings Weekly Times-Record stated: 


GummereeESSSecD GEE eters 6 Geen ee pee 


1947), pe 13. Cited hereafter as Jeff Davis Parish Resources. 
94. | 
pg Weekly Times-Hecord, July 4, 1908. 
Tbid., May 4, 1906. 
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; Tne people of Leke Charles fear that division of 

Calcasieu Paris with Jennings as the parish seat of 

the new parish would cause Calcasieu to became a Republi- 

can Parish. Jennings has never failed to gove the state 

democratic ticket a majority while Leke Charles has 

given a republican majority on several occasions. They 

fear that without the solid democratic vote of Jennings 

old Calcasieu is liable to give a republican majority 

most any old time, because sh won't have the democracy 

of Jennings to hold her down. 

The division was finally accomplished on June 12, 1912, when 
Governor Iuther B. Hall signed bills creating Jefferson Davis, Beauregard 
and Allen Parishes out of a part of the Old Calcasieu Parish. This 
precipitated the bitter fight for the selection of a parish seat for 
Jefferson Davis Parish. Fron June until October, 1912, speeches were 
made, editorials written and circulars distributed by the citizens of 
Jennings, Welsh and Iake Arthur, each town attempting to persuade the 
voters that it was the ideal parish seat. Advantages lay heavily with 
Jennings. The town was in a position to offer its Town Hall for a period 
of ten years to the parish. Furthermore it was the only town in the 
parish which could pone of a public water works, sewerage system, and 
electire light plant. 

A provisional police jury of five members appointed by the 
governor selected Lake Arthur as a temporary parish seat and held their 


ope 
first meeting July 24, 1912. The provisional jury ordered an election 





% 
Tbid., May 27, 1904. 
97 


Jeff Davis Parish Resources, p. 13, 


9 


Jennings Daily Times-Record, September 21, 1912. 


oo 
Jeff Davis Parish Resources, Dp. 13; Unpublished Police Jury 
Minutes of Jefferson Davis Parish, Book 1, P. 1. (Handwritten copy in the 
Department of Archives, Icuisiana State University, of original in the 

Jefferson Davis Parish Court House, Jennings, Louisiana.) Cited hereafter 


as Jeff Daivs Parish Minutes. 
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| 1CO 
in the parish for determining the permanent seat of government. Any 


town in the parish could became a candidate porvided it filed its in- 
tention by August 10, 1912, and agreed to the following: (1) to donate 

to the parish 47,000 square feet of open land not more than 750 feet from 
the principal railroad depot or post ee (2) to provide suitable 

quarters and furnishings for the government; (3) to post a $10,000 bond 
as a guarnaty of offices and furnishings; and (4) to occampany the inten- 
tion of candidacy with the deed to the ee 

The wholehearted effort of each town in securing the seat of 

government is illustmted by action of the newspavers in the three compet- 
ing towns. On the request of the provisional jury for bids on the official 
printing of the parish the Welsh Printing Company, the Take Arthur Herald 
and the Jennings Times-Record submitted bids for the work. On opening 
the sealed bids it was found that the Welsh Printing Company had bid one 
cent while the other two agencies had bid nothing. The two bids carrying 
no consideration were announced as the two lowest. By a vote of three to 
two the jury selected the Jennings Times-Record as the official organ of 
the parish. ‘The Welsh representative contested this selection on the 
basis that a contract to be binding mist carry same consideration, thus 
the Welsh bid should be accepted and the other two rejected. 1 jury 


over-rode the objection and sustained the original selection. 





LOO 
Jeff Davis Parish Minutes, p. 2. 


101 
This distance was later changed to 1,500 feet. 
102 

Jeff Davis Parish Minutes, p. 3. 
103 
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Fhe first election was held on September oh, 1912. Lake 
Arthur was eliminated as a candidate, leaving Jennings amd Welsh in the 
Run-off. The fight grew bitter even to the point of Jennings’ citizens 
burning Welsh's leading citizens in eee On October 22, Bae 
Jennings was chosen as the parish seat by a tajority of 79 hit 
The duly elected parish officials took office in the new quarters on 


107 
January 1, 1913, from which date the parish government began to function. 


Ee 


104 
Some Reasons Why Jennings Should be The Parish Seat of 


—--- 


Jefferson Davis Parish (Jennings, Louisiana, Ty ie AG. 
105 | 





Jeff Davis Parish Resources, p- 14. 
a 
Ibid., pe 13. 


07 
Stella McNeese Gauthier, "Jefferson Davis Parish Court 
House," The Louisiana Bar (January, 1945), Pe 3- 
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om 1900 to 1910 was the decade of Jennings! 

We participa 
Development of the oil and vice industrics was 


Pat ty 








g many 


ioe people to Jennings during this tice, In turn, tis 
port =) , L : 
~ 


ereated new enterprises designed to supcly the MeCeESNELES OL Those 


engaged in the city's basic Dna etri es 
An examination of the advertising section of the Jennings 
Beacon for Jecember, 1899, revealed the following business concerns: 
two hardware stores, an undertaker, a restaurant, a book agent, a den- 
Puetemarcoctor, a grocery store, a furniture Store, a fice Widl and a 
shoe shop. 
Within the next two years Jennings unierwent a phenomenal 

expansion. A similar examination o* advertisements for 1902 showed the 
following: two banks, four doctors, three @entists, ‘our “rocery Stcres, 
two general merchandise stores, seven real estate :irs, eleven oi] com- 
panies, two law firms, two ric» MLLLS, ans two shoe stores, Various 
other firms were alse listed, such as a misic shop, tin shop, marhine 


c 


works, lumber vards, building contractors pointers, arug stores, cr) 
soods stores, surveyors, Taunory, and well digsora. 


1 Jennings Beacon, December 15, 1lody, 
Jennings Daily Record, January 2, LgoO2 
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a ample oe the active participation on the part of the imaigrants 
" ete 
- in urging. eupers to follow their path into Southwest Louisiana. Lites 
association had for its president 8. L. Cary, who was conceded to be the 
most Pate aniing booster of that part of the state, “fhe association res 
solved at its first meeting that: (1) the members were pleased with South- 


St Lovisiana; (2) they desired more immigrants from the north; and (3) 


more extensive settling in the Southwestern Louisiana region shoulc be en- 
2 
couraged. 


A similar and more far-reaching program was initiated in New 
Orleans, where a convention was held in August, 1688, of all recent Nothern 
and Western immigrants, primarily for the purpose of encouraying further 
imrnigration to southwest Louisiana, It was agreed that ecrvoncous belicls 
conccrning poor health ani undesirable climate were the obstacles to be 
overcome in persuading others to come South, Participants in the con- 
vention were encourazed to relate their personal experiences in regard to 
health and climatic conditions. These accounts were to be incorporated in 
pamphlets encouraging immigration to the southwest resion ot Louisiana anc 


4 
distributed throughout the North and West. 


ee 





a ee 


3 New Orleans Daily Picayune, August 3, 18 


4 Ipid,, July 9, 1888 
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possibility: of settling in the 
ap 24 b 
ca, \ Ten - others ; were | just there to spend the winter. 


Ltée. the. t ' 
Le eeeovery OE ait in the fall of 1901, was by far the most 
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~ of ar LS ° ° . . 
important factor in bringing boom times to the city. Within two weeks 
erected. in , 
after the Eicst mel! was brought in, eleven oil companies, domiciled in 
agatha? Lt 6 


Jennings ‘7 were in operation. Oil served not only to bring transient 
speculators to Jennings put also served to advertise the oppor EEUNitics 
available in the city to homeseckers, One month after the first well 
gushed the Shreveport railroad depot reported that 371 immigrants passed 
through headed for Southwest Louisiana,  ‘Ihis group, From Iewa and 
7 
Illinois, was comprised of both prospectors and homeseekers. 

During the era of this expansion the great fire o: November 4, 
1901, almost completely destroyed the business section of Jennings. The 
conflagration, starting at approximately 3:45 wave che morning , be. ore 


running its course consumed nearly all of the comuercial structu, 


y noted, the most tragic aspect of the mole ahtairywas the lack 
J 
of any type oz fire fishting apparatus. 


previousl 


The only expedient method of 


——_— 





a ne 


5 oe Beacon, November 29, 1699 

6 Jennings Daily Record, Noverber 2, 1y0l. 
7 Ibid., Nobember 23, 1901. 

8 Jennings Limes, April 24, 1902. 


9 See above, Pe 24. 
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combatting the flames. was the bucket brigade, using the nearest water 
wells as a source.of supply. The estimated loss was $198,275. O£ this 
amount only $52,500 was: covered, by ate eS 

The city council met, the day following the holocaust and es- 
tablished fire limits forthe, business district, Within these limits only 
buildings..of stone, brick,-or other noncombustible materials could be 
erected. In order:not to hamper business unduly the mayor was given 
authority to. issue permits for temporary buildings, These could not be 
used for over ninety Fe da The fire also resulted in immediate agitation 


for a waterworks, The local newspaper became the standard bearer for the 


movement, never letting the issue die until the election for the sale of 


Rica) 
he oe 


bonds was won some three aid one-half months later. 

This disaster served jas a stepping stone for modernization of 
the, commercial property, It was opportune that this conflagration occurred 
at the, beginning of the..boom in .Jennings as the officials and leaders in 
pLanning the rebuilding .of the, town were able to take into consideration its 
enlarged status. . vee C 


Photographs of the main street in Jennings prior to the fire 


Jennings Daily Record, November 6, 1901. The total loss and 
insurance coverage were computed from the figures given the Daily Record 
ceporter by the individual. owners who suffered loss as a result of the 
“ire. 





aa City Record, pp. 74,75,77; Jennings Daily Record, November 5, 
901 raneayy 


Jennings Daily Record, November 9, 1901, Articles urging an 
erection of water works appeared on November 10, 11, 12, and 13. The issue 
as discussed intermittently until the election of February 18, 1902, 
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og pertussis the first decade of the Twentieth Century Jennints was 


A 
he scene of widespread activity both in construction work m1 the creation 





_ of new enterprises, But the next ten years brought little change in the 
number of commercial firms. The one exception was in the oil industry. 
Though the greater part of the oil development had been completed by L910, 
and many of the exploitive concerns had ceased active operation, those 
companies having sound holdings, such as the Heywood brothers, leased out 
the operation of their wells to major oil companics or inte venient opera- 
We, 
TOUS. 

The increased population and growth of the town save an added 
impetus to social activity. As in any developing urban society, the social 
life gradually became more complex. In the besinning the home and church 
were the basis of social intercourse, 

The church bazaar was a popular social affair for the community. 
The Ladies Aid Sey sunday Schools and other church activities con- 
stituted and important diveraion poritie citizens. Jennings was certainly 
Motelacsin« 1m the numbersot institutions needed to provide for the 
Pepilesouc aspect o. slitermandsto aidgin tne social life of the people. 

13 Jennings Jefii Davis Parish News, October 30, 1954, 

14 Jennings Times, April 24, 1902. 


15 W. Scott Heywood, "The Autobiography of an Oil Man," Oil 
(July, 1941), pp. 21-24, Cited hereafter an "Autobiography," 
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ae Congregation- 





Later as Eo etian, eee Lutheran and the -rench 
" ai" Were Ca LS 
fan churches were established, 


ta 





e 
eb.) 


« ba 


Bertie ics in iecemites. Prior to 1692. 






ae were served by Sather 
Wihbe t) 


#allon of ates Charles, In January of 1892, Archbishop Janssens set up 


a parish at Jennings, appointing Vather Corneliy> Yan ie Yen as vacteor, 


Father Van de Ven served Jennings until Jecemper , 


19 
the Bishop of Alexandria, 


1o9?,9and later Derame 
Father Joseph ve=ters came in the latter pert 


of 1892 and remained for twenty-four years, 





; that the construction o= a new church building, Our Laia- 





was undertaken, The building, cost o7 > Cay, 





Je Was Mine years under con 
B © struction, tn 1917 the Reverend Louis Erpitallier Ssucceedéd -ather 
Z1 
Peeters and remained in Jennings Z9> ten Mees s ie Coste rc May soc 
even thouch the taisest body is Jenaints be <4e Pee nt welt SS, Sits =. cad 
i. 
te See page 7, : 
Be : 
Jennings Beacon, December 20, 1899, 
18 5 ° 
ennings News, November 20, 19278. 
19 Roger Baudi ie C 
ger Baudier, The Catholic Church in Louisiana (New Orleans 
1939), p.485, 


Lida ipp. 486,545; Jennings 


21 Baucier, The Gatholie Church 
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religious institutions 









le i a 
Seewes et the Lack « | 
Some measures were taken to keep social activities in due bounds, 
rding to the Standards of the day. In 13% 


. 


4393 a law was Passed pro- 
» 7 = obi . ig . 23 
mw Ohi ting ball Dlaying on Sunday within the city limits, Thepeity council 
a, oie 24 
amended this law in 1900 so as to exempt the J 


ennings Baseball Glub, 
As Fate as 1920 the local 


25 
government banned Sunday movies and theatricals, 


206 
Carousing and Sunday socials were also taboo in the Young community, 


In 1899 the city council Passed a curfew lay Ptovidine for the clearing 
of the strects at the sound of a whistle which was LO De Plowum.at an early 
as 
hour every cient, ih 
28 
the citizens, 


1s ordinance was fepeeled in-1907. on Petition o£ 


The people were not always receptive to entertainnent originating 
from tic outside, In 1894 some of the inhabitants lLrected Complaints 


against the Grey. Council for allowing an exhibition gun artist ("Wild Jim") 


ap 3 
Jennings News, November PiU AES Bae vigil 
25 F 
Ordinance Book, p. 48, 


24 pee ee 2s 


palbids Depo 75. 


ee Jennings Jeff Davis Parish Neys, October, 1936 (Fair Edition), 
a7 Ordinance Book, p. 133, 


Zi Municipal Minutes, p. Leos 
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cause of the lack of attendance, 


36 







7 ef 
Mstitc - The Fourth of July had on some occasions been observed bv 


5 ae 9 gmt 


E 


traveling to other towns to celebrate the holiday. ‘The Weekly Times- 


ee 


7 


Record proudly announced in 1907 that Jennin#s was going to observe the 
31 | 


Fourth at home, On this Independence Jay the populace celebrated by 
attending a ball game, races, and track events. Significant of the 
northern origin ox: much of the population was the fact that fire works were 
52 
set of£ throughout the day to further the spirit of celebration. 
Thanksgiving day was observed in the orthodox manner, Stores 
were closed at 10 in the morning and the day was given to social dinners, 
a 
family reunions and church services, 
Some found diversion in visiting neighboring towns, In the fall 
of 1901 large crows from Jennings attended the cireus in Lake Charles . 


54, 
where they spent an estimated $710, The New Orleans Mardi Gras celebra- 





29 Jennings Times, January 4, 1894, 
20 Jennings Weekly Times-Record, July 27, 1907, 
31 ipid., July 15, 1907, 
22 * hiding ndul ye4k1 907; 


53 Jennings Beacon, December 6, 189%, 


34 Jennings Daily Times, October 23, 1901. 
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is was not the case. 


Pishiricus to the public: wea!) 
ss Opera House provided ihtertainment o£ a very refined 


Ra respect.) fapcein! 
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ia tt 
Prenified sos eae of the e miter programs Featured dwin Sother in 


bree Oriinane. «36 
Monto Christo. On occasions the road shows at the Opera Ilouse featured 


tn 1Be is 
goa? of focal talent “mterspersed in the program, ‘The lHeywook brothers 
were called on From time to time to demonstrate their musical ability, 
Scott played the cornet, Dewey the flute, and Alba sang songs and gave 

a7 


impersonations. The race track, street Fairs and boxing arena provided 
38 


Frequent programs to satisy the desire of entertainment, 

The municipal band gave occasional concerts in public places. 
Its members in 1904 included Dr, Peterson, Howard Carvaentl briges, Sd; 
Boyum, Morris Sen Linn Cooper, tloward Clayton, Joe itter, Howard 
Shear, Pruis Buch, C, C, Cary, lerbert Hoag, “red Buch, M. B. English, 

39 
Roy Perry, and Ray T. Mitchell, 
In addition to the organizations previously mentioned Jennings 

sponsored a Law Tennis Club, ‘This club was chartered in 1910 and amply 


40 
rryy 


served the recreational and social needs of its members. fhe Jennings 
+ 

39 Jennings Waily Record, february 10, 1902, 

30 Jennings Daily Times , October 29; L901. 
a Jénnings Weekly Times-Record, Ssertember 138, 1903, 
38 Jennings Daily Record, Peuruary 27,, 1.902> ‘May 16, 1902, 
39 Jennings Weekly Times-Record, May 5, 1904, 


40 Jennings Lawn tennis Club Charter anc by Laws (Jennings, 
Louisiana, April, 1910), BY lobe 
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to the public weal. Jennings was no excep- 
ally during the period of boom were restrain- 
Py. ie a 
-dinances deemed imperative. Games of one ps were outlawed in is 
.889 a provision against betting was adopted, ; Those prone to gamble 


evidently ound some loop holed in these two ordinances for in 1892 a 
- hs a 


special law was passed expressly prohibiting the game of "craps". vrom 


this date until 1920, the City Council passed three additional ordinances 
45 
against gambling. 


In 1907 pamphlets were (distributed among those interested in the 
breeding and selling of game cocks, It was entitled A Descriptive Catalogue 
and advertised such varieties as Blue Red Federals, brown Red Shufflers and 

; 46 
Prairie Eagles, all bred in Jennings. The publication of such a catalogue 
probably marked the zenith of cock fighting in Jennings. It also spelt the 
doom of the sport, for in the same year the city council declared fighting 


47 
to be illegal. 








Jennings Daily Times-Kecord, Jenueny 2, Lolo. 
Ordinance Book, op. 18-20. 

Ibid., Pe O96 

oy Ibid. , pel04, 

45 Municipal Minutes, p. 26; Ordinance Dao, PD ello, 220% 


A Descriptive Catalogue (Jennings, Louisiana, 1907), pp. 1-14. 


47 Municipal Minutes, p. 162. 
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tal ia 
- ngi.cr ster ie Fallon, 
, Soon ater its conception the city govern- 
mB» She hie l Py OL ROA A lee 1 PAE 48 
king houses closed at 11 p.m. On January 1, 1889, 


Pen SAECO, «Ne ; 
y held election, the first ordinance was vassed outlawing the 

a ; : ‘o, fal 3 set un a . : - ° oe 
i sale of intoxicating liquors, The wets went to work immediately and on 
Py : 50 

September 14, 1889, the saloons were reopened, The drvs mustered their 

| ; ' ‘ot 
| forces and early in the 1890's again closed the saloons, 


It was several years bevore the wets could stave a comeback, but 

by December, 1900, they had obtained enough supporters to reopen the 
oO? 
saloons. Dissension over the problem evidently extended into the city 
council. H#arly in 1901 Mayor Twitchell called a meeting of that body for 
the purpose of dealing with the city's whiskey interests. When the pur- 
pose of the meeting was announced, one oi: the councilmen immediately 
Be) 

withdrew, leaving the body without a quorun, As in the past, the drys 
again showed their ability quickly to regain control. After six months of 

4.8 

Ordinance Book, p. 53. 


“9 Ibid., pe 64. 
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Pobibids ap. 113. 


25 Gity Record, p. 2l. 
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Rte Was” Lites 
ers. “Shortly after passing ‘one ordinance in 
bes as ee el x} Ph 
ose a ‘saloons, the councilmen gound it defective and passed 
weted iy 1G Sci 
re binding « one. 
ee 
The oil boom brought a general. disretard for the prohibttion 


al 


then existing. The city officials, reluctant to enworce the liquor ordi- 


) nance, incurred criticisms “rom some citizens for not closing the “blind 
26 
f1cers.”* One citizen wrote to the Paitor o8 the Dally Record, stating 


that he knew of eight such illegal establishments in operation. lic asked 
/ 


the pertinent question as to why they were not Gd OER « Ke a teewlt 11 


these criticisms LHe CLEYy counell was OO ee FO doit. 8 WIPE aIy 71) Paes AEG? 


arrested cor illegal sale of Liquor was fined $54.00 and SLU,0U costs. 


‘the town's prohibitionists peing dissatisiicd with the lax en- 


forcement of the anti-Liquor statutes Eormed a "Special Law and Order 


League" and prepared to carry out the law themselves if necessary. ‘through 


an accomplice, they caught one of the "blind ‘ficer" operators selling 


liquor. Be-ore they could effect an arrest the town marshall, CG. Brooks, 


appeared on the scene and took in custody league officers, thus allowing 


neal 





54 Ordinance Book, pe 146. 


5? City Record, Pp. 64; New Orleans Lime 2s-Demecrat, September 18, 
1907. 


56 Jennings Vaily Record, Mareh 10, 1902.,4 Milind wager was 


S 
considered to be any place selling liquor during periods of soni bit Lon. 
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BJ Thid., Match 11, 1o02. 


58 tpid., March 21, 1902. 
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ie tas count) 
Bath a te phran sed making his pay 
ae! ow 60 

‘Lew See his resis sation. Not until the 


> 
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Gnitthe city's behals was the marshall disposed o%. 


These were indend aeurpiesome times “or eho aise, While wtb 


hm a ot oe 


Beis hbBn 1 busy attempting SP oeereOvce cue Law, (he wers, whose ranks vere 


increased ech ieee ©. Oll, Nad secured and won an Glection rep..aling 
61 
mee orohibition. 
Pemeriryecounelt 1 1906 amende.. the liguor lieenss ordinance. 
Pvem@eisifeetne taxes of aaloons, A business srocsing from $15,000 to 
: i 
Pee omen year was required to pay an annual city tax amdrepating $2,750; 
a $10,000 to $15,000 business was required to pay $2,500; a $5,900 to 
62 
PEO OOUsbusiness, $2,250; and a $1,000 to $5,000 business, $2,000, \ 
ine Saloons remained open during the geight of the oil activity. 
le wo . 1 
Pew Poomenad difinitely passed atter 1908, In the absence of the type of 
people that come with a boom, the citizens of Jennings were again able to rf 
inauzurate prohibition. ‘Thus on January 1, 1909, the saloons were close Tait 


63 
DY tase Tnis condition continued until Vecember, 1914, ‘the two “rouns, 





59 Ipid., March 15, 1902. 
60 Ipid., May 17, 1902. 
Boeibid. July 25). 1902. 
62 Jennings Weekly Times-kecord, November ?, 1906. 


63 Ordinance BOOK, (Ds 2a. 
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— in the Jennings area had been cultivating 
. . along the bayous and streams for many years prior to the arrival of 
the mid-westerners, Within a decade afier their entrance into southwest 


Louisiana the new settlers completely revolutionized rice culture, liere, 


Modern machinery was employed sor the :irst time om a grand scale. ‘The 


| 


Pree elds or the world, including those of the United States, had been 
cultivated by hand. Southwest Louisiana was the sile also of the Civst ues 
oF Commercial irrigation. 

The first rice erowers utilized methods Commonly aatbled Moov i 
dence culture, The natives plowed and sowed an areca of Land alone a 
gully or marias, This activity alone constituted their lavors UC Lie 


vest time. If Providence sent the Proper amount of rain at the prope 


r> 


tine, a good harvest was forthcoming; otherwise their work came tc nauzht,. 
But since Providence was more often kind than not, the natives usually had 
2 


a plentiful harvest. 


All harvesting was accomplished by hand. The cradle, a kind of 


Sickle, was used to cut the rice, Threshing was done by flailing a handful 








Jennings Louisiana Rice Journal, Auruct, 1896, 


2 Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 50, 1934, 
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: AB at Khia’ Ong tnt a. 
post @ were used to breaks the rae - away “rom 
eee & te , 42 4 


large eet was used to winnow the chaff from the 
a ot The AS ; I 
tench to the area at first had trouble mating the rice ~rain 
back into the basket instead of on the sround. ‘They soon veeame exe 


perts once the Acadians showed them how to overcome this (i > iculty 


_ 5 


winnowings became a relatively simple process, 

The farmers who came to Jennin¢és ‘rom the Mid-West were not con- 
feyeelOeuse such antiquated methods of ac*riculture. They had been accus- 
Tomed to scicntific farming for some years and those amon them who were 
wheat farmers were well acquainted with the modern methods anda machines 
Seeece thes wine Dinder and thresher, With such a background o% experience 
and Knowledge of agriculture, they immediately took steps to trans”orm rice 

6 
from a Providence crop to one of stability, based on mechanical processes, 
r 


In 1884 Maurice Bryan brought a twine binder to Jennings. 


this binder was intended for wheat, but the people reasoned that it should 





> Ibid., 
after the cha-f was broken from the grain by the use of the 
Mortar and pestle, the contents were thrown in the aizx, allowing the wind 
(omeacry ol oO tne Light chatr and the heavier arain fell back: into the 
basket. This process is called winnowinr. 
Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 50, 1934. 


6 Jennings Times, April 24, 1902. 


7 Louisiana Rice Book, Ds L026 
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- eatrasses.. Bayan, NOL to be discouraged) .aimmediately woantyte worl to 
adapt this wheat Dine@eretonenec nics £h6lesa ner her. a serious) fruns-ccessrul 
eee eres vathevariouccdevices, oheLhit wpem Lue cutpae ious © 

a. 3 Benagaanto: che imil? wheel, - this eliminated all slipping, rcfardless o: 


Pioeeewithetne adaptation,o1 .the»whcac binder, the harvesting .o; rice on 
6) 
a large scale was possible. 
HiemiexteproDlLemawac Eerination utilizing .a. controllable water 

4 Sippiveeein thasathe first step was,the damming of the mulleys, thus pre- 
Vidine a reservoir of water which was usediwith some success in irrisatin? 
tieecrop. | lhesdams were constructed so that the back waters of the rul 
ould bocomolteover themtlats.’ “A similar irechod was;ased im the Carolina 


rice ficlde by wtil@zing the water brought) an by the rivers at high tide, 


i emncenocine mee! lant et honsminithar it moubivnot cover a vermdarce 
9 
area, 


The advent, of ifrivation on a larce and centroliable scale canmc 


in 1895. . On march 22, 16095, the virst irrivation company was ormanized as 








J a) . 4 " on ty 
* Jennings Jefi Davis Parish News, October 30, 1934. 
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BR es. WOTHe Water “was pumped uy 
: 160 a nan-nade, canal and then starte: on its way throuch 
ee Briseiet: eaters were built by throwing up two parallel 
“ridges, forming a trough with its bottom higher than the surrounding 
ground. The individual farmer peor ee Oneto thistliarce canal’ by sinaller 
Canals or laterals; these carried the water to the hishest point of his 
Li 


land, thus insuring complete coverage, 


Some of the «.irst pumping plants were capable of Lifting 90,0u0 


4 
* 
j 


gallons of water a minute, They usually worked night and day ¢rom June to 
misust to give the proper irrigation. The pioneer companies were quickly 
followed by others, Among the earliest plants were the licFarlain Irri- 


ae 


Sation Coupany, the Tip Top Grand Canal Company, the Lacassine Company, 
WP 







and the Mayville Company. Trespum cine stavvonsonerated “by ahe’ ir ligation 


“ 


companies used steam power and employed wood as a fuel to fire the boilers, 
ineine earliest days the contrifugal pump with ‘a discharve of not more than 
twelve inches was used; and sometimes as many as five pumps were in opera- 


tion from one power source. Of interesting note is the «act that Greeks, 


a nn te rn nt i a i ane ment 


10 Ibid) A, D."Merarlain had Lirst-used “the canal system later 
developed and expanded by the irrigation companies, ilis canal was rather 
small and was operated in conjuction with the sawnill that he owned on 
Bayou Nezpique. See ibid. 

il Jennings Times, April 24, 1902. 
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oe Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 30, 1934. 
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/ the plants" 
: mi a, | 
papayas ——,€ 
st seasons rs ere tion it was with some disficult 
hat the Ore bs ove Et ; 


Conpenise were able iol secure ME icy across the fields for 
“ya 





their sorely canals, as many os the farmers were somewhat skeptical of 
Sty 2h 15 : 
this method of irrigation. After overcoming this obstacle there remained 
the question of what the water fee should be. Naturally the irrigation 
companies Maeeloesnow a proLit, The cirst rate was placed at two sacks 
of rice per acre serviced, ‘his was soon discovered to be unreasonable 
4 Gem eaitaenot take into consideration the uield of the: land for that 
; particulas season. If a farmer for any one of various reasons should have 
Boor crop, he was still oblipated to pay the same rate as one who had a 
bumper crop. This system of a flat rental was replaced by a share cron on 
14 
4 (heeacres Serviced, byt this was later reduced to one-fifth, 
The elaborate canal system was not the last word in irrigation. 
Although the system worked satisfactorily and serviced a large area, there 
were still lands otherwise suited for rice agriculture which were inacces- 
sible to the supply canals. About the time the canal system caite into 
being, “Father'' Cary conceived the icdlea of irrigation. by means of deep wells. 


Acting in accordance with his idea, he .ound that water was abundant at 





some 125 feet to 200 beet below the surface. Cary then began work on a 





ui 


project to make this type of water supply available to all the rice 





13 tpia, 


14 tpid. 
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the quicksand clogged the wells and cut 
Gor rowrel eh hye 


he» 0d. ip experimentation with this problem, 


Cie n ho 4 


y and his son GC, G, Carry made a ae to Storm Lake, Iowa, to 


re the methods used there in eating wells, (hie proved to be o* 


‘little value as the operation of wells in lowa was too expensive for use 


16 


“in the rice fields. 


Shortly after the trip to Storm Lake, a farmer !.rom Iowa came 
to the rice fields witha promising scheme of overcomin;; the quicksand; 
this involved the use of a pipe eight to ten inches in diameter with holes 
drilled in the botton section, ‘This device proved only temporarily suc- 
cessful, however, as ater one winter the well became closged again. 
Still another method employed was the wrapping o: wire arsund the bottom 
section of pipe containing holes so that it resembled a large sieve. 
This also brought improvement for a time, byt after one or two years the 
quicksand would cut off the water flow. The solution finally was found 
by two men simultaneously, F> 1, Getty of Jennings, and Layne of Tennessee, 


both of whom received a patent for a screen applicator. This applicator, 


woich was constructed in such a manner as to prevent closing o= the screen, 


allowed the flow of lidquid byt kept out the quicksand. 
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Ancient to Modern, 


ee eee 


16 Jennings Jef Davis Parish News , October 30, 1934. 


17 Getty later developed a similar applicator tor -use in the 
Jennings oil field. 


Jennings Semi-Weekly News, April 2/), 1926, ary, History Erom 
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sowing, ce tnd thresh- 


essentially 


e machinery. Ghee Jeering and Son, the €arm implement concern, sent 


_ the first large shipment of rice threshing machinery into southwest Louisi- 


cars bearing, 


ana from Chicago in 1889 by a special train composed o twenty-two freisht 


three hundred machines. ‘The train, gaily bedecked with flags 


and bunting, was welcomed at every southwest Louisiana station with cheers 


and celebration, ‘The machines proved extremely sucecssful and many more 


15 


were ordered in succeeding years, By the late 1690's the Earmers had i 


introduced the drill, sangplow, disk harrow and broadcast, all of which 


had been used 


@Q 


in the culture of wheat. ‘These innovations Geerecased the 


eee pveduoe Onan SnAllod the emall-v mice to sil ivate a larger 


19 
BEgexaly, 


Promeoss of the rice industry during the early. years was impres- 
W ty v Jv A fs 


Sive, In 1884 there were approximately 1,000 acres plants in rice in the 


Jennings area, 


By 1890 this acreage had increased to about 9,000 acres, 


in 1889, twenty-six carloads of rice were shipped out of the Jennings area; 


20 


in 1890, one hundred carloads; and in 1891, four hundred carloads, 
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nS 


Je 
1899 (Washington, D° C., 1900), p. 63. Cited h 


mearDook ot the United States 





Jennings Jeff Yavis Parish News, October 28, 1930, 


partment of Agriculture, 
reafter as Yearbook. 
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Ferri, Southwves st Louisiana, p. 139. By the Jennings area is 
ment that bounded by the China pe eociice on the north, Grand Marias on 
the west, Lake Arthur on the south, and Bayou Nezpidque on the casi. See 


Jennings Jets 


Davis Parish News, October 28, 1930, 
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2,000 acres of rice were aa Nate im the state; 


LS esis were, devoted to rice; Bhasin 1899, there were 201,685 
220) 
eof race. 


mirinpectic period in which the methods of rice culture were being 

revolutionized, only slight attention was paid to varictics in the Louisiana 

mi 
fields, One particular fault of the Honduras type then being cultivate 
was that it sustained such a large per cent Of preakage oa cue milling pro~ 
cess. This considerably reduce. the market value of the crop, im an 
effort to solve this problem Dr. S. A, Imapp, president of the “ice -Asso- 
Ciation of America and a resident of Lake Charles, Louisiana, with the 
| assistance of the Unite: States YJepartment ot Agriculture, visited Japan 


for research in oriental rice species, In 1898 hnapp imported the xiushu 


? 7 
variety from Japan and sponsored its successful adaptation to the Louisiana 
Zo 


7 rice fields, 


The use of the Kiushu variety added hundreds of thousands of 
24 


dollars to the profit o* the Louisiana rice growers. ihe ovetall results 





al Jennings Jeri Davis Parish Nciws, October 26, 1930. 
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William B, Lindsay, "Marketing of Louisiana icc," M.A, 


Thesis, Louisiana State University, 193%. 


25 Yearbook, 1900 Delo. 
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24 : 
Ibid,, 1899, p. 63. 
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‘tol tization of ¢ 
| ae . vel hod ’ 


. a : Pati ‘ 
rat + rai ’ Ly | : 
has thoroughly proved the superiority of 
Kiush e in every way. Under favorable conditions, 
| the yield 1s on an average fully 30 per cent more than that 
of Honduras or South Carolina (the ordinary varictics). 
Under unfavorable conditions Kiushu rice yields from 100 to 
400 per cent more than any other rice. It yielded this 
year four or five barrels per acre without any water except 
rain... bhe “onduras zice frown un’er the sme econtitions 
produced nothing. ‘The straw is so tough that the seeds will 
not whip off in a storm. Tenitle 90 to 50 percent more 
‘head rice (unbroken @cains) than the Honduras. the depart- 














he Kin 


« 


f ment never svent moncy chat helned the country more than 
4 that spent in the jmportation of this Japanese rice. Re 


has brought about the opening up and development o! an 
extensive region in southwest Louisiana and southesat Texas, 
where the land was not previously of any value except ‘or 
cattle grazing. it has resulted in the investment of prob- 
ably $20,000,000. it has increased the production of rice in 
Louisiana more than $1,000,000 per annum. Rice ngw has a 
future in the United States second only to wheat.” 


Progress in rice culture was parallele. by development in 


milling. In the early 1990's H. L. Cary built the first rice will in 


26 
Jennings. The Jennings Rice Milling Company with Cm Worse, as presi-— 
Zt 


dent and C, S, Morse, secretary-manager , constructed its plant rie Ber EAS Boe 
The pelican Rice Milling Company, opening in the 1250's installed 10s 
28 


own electric Llisht plant. By 1902 nine rice mills and irrigation COM 


panies, three of which were Located in Jennings, were serving the praivic 
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Ibid., 1909, Pe BOs 
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< Jennings Vaily Cimes-Record, vecemver 31, 104. 
27 gouvenir, 1903, Pe Se 


26 Jennings Beacon, Hovember 29, 1899. 
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southeast Texas, a country very similar to that of southwest Louisiana, 
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In 1902 the ‘Texas Rice Development Company, owning 19,300 acres of land 


Seeeein texas; organized in’Jennings, bezan to advertise for rice farmers to 
= ; enh 
wes buy land and get the industry started, 


ine tne. 1600 sethernice Association of America was formed. At. 


its first meeting, held in Crowley, general policies in supnort of the 
; 52 


rice’ industry and in’ behalf of the rice planters were established. 
Another promotional step, designed specifically for increasing: the domestic 
consumption of rice, was the prenaration of an exhibit known as the 


Louisiana Rice Kitchen for display at the »nan-American and Louisiana 
Ba 


purchase Exposition, The New Orleans Board o= Trade also contributed 


to the rice planters' interest by undertaking the task of introducing rice 


V0 
(_t. 


in 


into Guba, 


The discovery of oil in the Jennings area, instcad o; impinging 





29 Jennings Daily Record, January 14, 1902, 


30 Souvenir, 1963, p. 4. 
51 Jennings Daily Record, Way 27, 1902, 
32 Jennings Yaily Times, November 22, 1vvl, 
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| 5% Ibid,, October 24, 1901. 
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in the form of five hundred acres 0° rice which netted 
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annually, | 


As might be expected one result of the discovery of oil was a 
decided increase in land values. Rice land which in Nevember, 1980, 


_ was worth from $10 to $15 an acre a year later was selling for $20 and 
36 
acre. In January, 1902, land on the Mamou Prairie, where oil vas dis- 


covered, was selling tor about $20 an acre; one tract of 320 acres sel- 
af 
- ling for $6,400, Other tracts sold at $25 to $350 an acre, 


; The rice industry was emphasized also when the Southern vacific | 
railroad furthered its advertising program in 1902 by sending six hundred 
to one thousand imaigration agents north to brinz settilezs to the Louisiana 

38 ‘ 
and Texas rice lands, These new settlers after purchasing their land 
could install a well with irrigation facilities for about 200 acres for 


39 
PEpU0 sto $2,500, 


In 1890 Calcasieu Parish produced approximately 5,985,755 pounds 





35 Jennings Daily Times, October 3, 1901, 
36 Jennings Daily Record, November 2, 1901, 
37 Poidoy, Janlary 5, 1902, 

38 ibid., January 16, 1902. 


oe Jennings Times, April 24, 1902. 
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Per aree es Teheven percent of the national yield. The 1910 






given in bushels, placed Pee ace Parish as the number one rice 
producer with 4,111,621 bushels. This was almost fifty per cent of the 


42 
state yield and double the amount of the next ranking parish, 


According fo the 1920 report, Jefferson Davis Parish was the 
Peeonue) = resaroducen (o8 mice. in 191%,.its iields yielded three million 
j 43 


‘ bushels of rough rice. The following table gives the rice production in 


Louisiaia from 1909 to 1920. This table should be examined with Plate Number 








:- I in order to understand Jennings' relation to the Louisiana rice cields. 
4 (sr 
; TABLE I 
I 
Year — Acres Harvested Production in 
in Thousands Thousands of 
Bushels 
1909 370 12,617 
1910 360 15/520 
1911 350 bl 725 
1912 315 115182 
1913 350 11200 
1914 370 11,520 
1915 385 12,898 
1916 435 20,010 
1917 485 Te7o05 
1918 565 18,080 
1919 Ge 195005 
1920 636 25,012 
40 


Eleventh Census of the United States, 1590, p. 148, 


41 ‘Me1lfth Census of the United States, 1900, Vari tO. ie 
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“ene supplied by American rice 


ran | exporter of rice, The transition from importer to exporter 
came in 1905 when aus net ‘exports miGinte! to forty-one million pounds. 


y odnt 1906 the net exports were Borer etre: million pounds anc in 1907 
45 


they were Siricv ene eli ion pounds, By 1913 the net exports had reached 
46 


two billion pounds, 
With in seven years after its creation in 1919 Jefferson Davis 
poe Boe it Parish had come to be one of the richest agricultural districts in the 


state. Its farm property was valued at $22,770,016, ranking fourth in the 
state, Of the 1,163 farms in the parish over half were less than 175 
fC ei 4.7 
acres with the majority of these owned by the farmers who tilled them. 
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CHAPTER V 


The Oil Industry 


he 


The discovery of oil in Jennings, to be fully understood, must 
be projected against the background of the oil industry at that time in 
the nation as a whole. 

America's first oil was discovered in Pennsylvania about the 
middle of the nineteenth century. By 1901 the Appalachian and Lima- 

i 
Indiana fields were producing eighty per cent pine eton Ss) O11. The 
Wise of oil was still limited. Many of the businessmen who were in a 


£2 


position to use oil in industry were skeptical of doing so because @& 
fear of exhaustins the available supply and thus requiring reconversion 
to a new fuel. 

Then in 1901 came the great discovery of the Spindleton Field 
at Beaumont, Texas, After the First well was brought in the entire area 
immediately became a scene of intensive speculation. wells were sunk 
with unheard of rapidity. In some instances hastily organized companies 
secured leaseson plots of only twenty Square Feet, this being the minimum 


2 


area required “or erection o° a derrick. Gei11 more amazing were the one- 


ee ee ee 








1 Mineral Resources 0! the United States, 1901, 57th Congress, 








Ist Session, llouse Document No. 17 CJashington, 1202 Raps 220s 
Heywood, "Autobiography", Oil (june, 1941pi,hp.) 21. 
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e activity in Beaumont at the Spindletop Field reawakened an 
4 ee ; ei . / 
erest in oil throughout the whole southwest region. For years it had 


been a common thing to observe bubles coming from the marsh waters in 
4, 
southwest Louisiana. But with few exceptions, no positive action 1ad 


been taken. In 1893 a German homesteader brought gass seepage in the 
Jennings area to the attention of T, G, Mahaffey: Mahaffey being from 
Pennsylvania where gass anc oil wells were common immediately assuned that 
this seepage an indication of the presence o- oil. Mahaffey had the home- 
steader ignite the gas, which burned “or 2 considerable length of time, 
This experiment served to further Mahaffey's hunch that oil was present. 
He wrote to a friend in Ohio, whom he knew to be familiar with oll Lor- 


mations, asking for a diagnosis ‘of the conditions observed, The friend 
yi 


answered that Mahaffey had found marsh gas which was of no value. 
Mahaffey was not the only person who thought that oi] might be 
present in Louisiana, In the same year of Mahaffey's investigations a 


man destined to become an authority on oil in the southwest began prospecting. 


Ne eee 


3 Gerald Forbes, Plush Production (Norman, Oklahoma, 1942), ‘pwl9. 


Sometime between 1921 and 1825 oil was struck four times 1Lia 
the process of drilling a water well on the Bermuda Plantation near Cane 
River, in Natchitoches Parish. Forbes in *lush Production states that, the 
significance of the oil struck here has been exaggerated. Another instance 
of oil activity was recalled in 1901 by a Jennings lawyer. He drew atten- 
tion to the fact that some thirty years previous an oil company had becn 
organized for the purpose of working tracts believed to contain Sid.) Ose 


Jennings Daily Times, November 1, 1¥Ol. 
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° Interview of T. C, Mahaffey by the writer January 25, 194 
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<0 as 
t in the first well, the famous Spindletop Number Onc, 


rts . 


— is 


e. He worked on this lease until 1901, 


In 1901, prior to tHe Jennings development, W. Scott Heywood of 
ndletop Number Two fame in Texas, came to Louisiana prospecting Lor oil. 
ileywood was experienced in the oil industry having brought in walls both 
in Califormia DY tages Apparently he was by nature a wildcat operator 
in the oil industry. f&ven though he was secure in his »,osition at the 
Spindictop Vicid, he had a‘creat desire to discover a large tield of his 
own. When he heard of has seepage on flackberry Island in Gameron Varish, 
Meee reieein the extreme southwestern part of Louisiana, he contacted a 
land owner and attempted to make a deal .or an oil luase, Ne a mee 
suprise he was told that "no damned blue blooded yankee could lease any 
7 

Tanaeon this island.” He was further told thatvit would be very unhealthy 
Pouemeto be found on the island after nine o'cleck the next morning. 
Wem mouereruried to Beaumont feelire that Louisiana was not a i-kely place 
ira cieta prospect, 

In the spring cz 1901 five businessmen of Jennings began acquiring 


Neaeeaton the Mamou Prairie, seven miles nortiveast of town, ‘these wen vere 


(oo. eames, eh, Spencer, Dr. A.C. Wilkins, Ter one iey arr FR Rs 
8 Oe 
Jaenke, Spurred on by the developments in beaumont, chey immediately 


i wir teeten te e  r e Ser ee e em ne tee manne —ram nine «4m 


6 Forbes, Flush Production wee, Lit. 
She | Graebesie aa nig Teapot a SE Naa i dle ae L 


i ileywood, "Autobiography", Oil (June, Ho I on eas 
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Jennies times, “Sipril 24, 1902. 
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aA OUL Gi isrent wy Sayer Pens, ee Chew, 
ol Hen, We: deciced to suc if we could aoe 
n St parties in Beaumont in the hole we he ab. ed 
1 wong,” -, Williams and myself went to Beaumont, and..the First 
: il man we met was Mr. Seoit Llewwood. Lhey pa iieywood 
PPiftocn reac? were very success/ul men, had operated succes 
Pally at: ‘Spindle Top, and they were prominent an~ attracted 
Neem be Our attention.) We met him at the hotel, and told him we 
had leases of large traces eo. land--betwoen 4,000 and 
We « 9,000 acres--in Acadia Parish, on what they call "Nomou 
Prairie’, and which had a “as scenate on one ;lace which, 
nb eOr.certain tests, :had-gotten certain Cesults sand: pudiing 
mrom what we read in the papers about the Beaumont or spindle 
Yop, oil field, these were indications that would induce 
practical oil men to come in with us.? 
Heywood, clated over this possibility of pionesring a new icld 


, 


ct 


followed Spencer back to Jennings. tle quickly observe.. that the tovocraphy 
was in general likened to that of Spindletop. ie ignited the «as and 
found that it burned a red flame which gave of" smoke, This condition 


LO 


convinced him that the gas was petroleum ‘as, 


UieapEtl 29, 1901, Ueywood siztned a contract with S. a. Spenecr 
and company, ‘his contract provided that Heywood would orsanized the 
Jennings Oil Company and that the S$. A. Spencer and company would deed to 
the Jennings Oil Company and forty acres o. land ovt of their holdings 


wnich Heywood chose to designate, The contract further provided that the 


Jennings Oil Company would contract with Meywood brethess and Dobbins to 





9 Jennings-lleywood Oil syndicate v. HNoussiere-Latreille Oil 
Company, 119 Louisiana’ 793, pp. 811,° 812. 


LD Heywood, ‘Autobiography’, Oil (June, 1941), p. 22. 
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si tite est went to SoA. Spencer 
Maree snes Gtasct i 







for the rorty acres Of land’ deeded to the Jennines 


eywood, after PP ie with his contract, was to Pita te 





fifteen thousand shares of the stock transferred to Spencer, in ad.ition 


he was to receive one-half the acreave held b, the Spencer Company, ‘this 
| Ik 
acreage was to be checker boarded between lleywood and the Company, 


Heywood chose a fLorty-acre tract under lease from Jules Clanent 


Ohewhich to begin operations. When the latter was informed of this, he 
12 
padlocked his gates and headed for the parish seat to see a lawyer 


Maine sco His limited knowledge of the oil industry, Clement could visualize 
his sland being perforated by the oil «irellers. He feared that this would 
constitute a hazard to his cattle causing them to stumble and break their 


ES 
legs. After some discussion, Heywood convinced the warmer that at tcn 


a 
thousand dollars a hole very Sew would me coilie:, Me suececded in 

pacifying Clement and gave him ten dollars, seven dellars more than was 
Sede Ol compensate tor the dainase that. would be done toe the rice in the 


14 
immediate vicinity of the first well. 
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Ceo icererme.  'LoWwieiand's First Oil Field," Louichana 


Conservation eview (Spring, 1939), pp. Lll-15. 
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15 Heywood, "Autobiography", Vil _ Cine pele), pis, 2l-26. 
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ate! te 
gan work on the 

aa ar 7» | 15 
th of the Jennings Oil Com»any's site, 


Reeonr rned steadily until a depth of four 
eee this point the string of ten-inch pipe 
[Mims tHe loperatien ‘twisted off. This mishap necessitated moving the 
oe 16 
ii “derrick over a few feet and starting on a new hole, The drillers, 
Dobbins and Noble, under the supervision of Scott Heywood, continued 
Spevations until< depth of approximately one thousand feet had ben 
reached. ‘While at times indications of oil had been very apparent, the 
Eiaiing had to be suspended-owins to the nature of the ate aa 

The company's officials and stockholders were keenly disappointed 
and sonewhat ina dilemma as to what should be done. The ee contract 
called for the second: well to be started within thirty days after the eon- 
pletion of the Firs iY The company was reluctant to start a new well which 
from all indications would be another dry hole. ‘The solution finally came 
when it was proposed that the second well be drilled on top of theffirst, 
thus permitting extension of the well already begun to a depth cf two 

18 


thousand feet, When the new operation had reached a Jepth cf fifteen 


hundred feet without striking oil many of the stockholders lost faith. 





nee 


. Jennings-Heywood Oil Syndicate v. Hossiere-Latreille Oil 
Company. 119 Louisiana 793, 


16 Jennings Times, April 24, 1902, 
17 Heywood, "Autobiography", Oil (June, 1941), pp. 21-24. 


ze Jennings Times, April 24, 1902. 
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Op hers at 
ont rt a activities in the Jennings field. The article stated 
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- Bveryone Per eal to see the operations going on in the field especially when 


Metesote of oil in quantity reached the town, On that day not enough 
. ea oe 20 
transportation to carry the people to the field could be found. Despite 


the beginning of an oil flow, drilling was continued, and on September 21, 
1901, a depth of 1832'feet had been reached, the well came in as a gusher 
Bending: up a cour-inch column of oil almost to the top of the derrick. 


. a 
The gush continued for a period of about five minutes. 


be 7 ‘ae : 
This long awaited demonstration was suddenly cut off when the 


sand choked up the lower thousand feet of casing. Striking a fine, floury 


sand Pormation. was a new ecperience to the oil operators. ‘they belicved 


that by cleaning out the well a few times a cavity would form around the 
ae 


den of the casing thus allowing the uninterrupted flow o oil. Many 
long hours of anxious labor were spent before they found that this was not 


to be the case. The sandy formation in this region being ditferent “rom 


that usually encountered, required new tactics 


cts 





19 Heywood, "Autobiography", Oil (June, 1941), pp. 21-24. 
24 New Orleans Times-—Democrat, September 18, 1901. 
21 Ipid,, September 21, 1901. 


22 Heywood, "Autobiography", Oil (June, Tonle clone 
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sas. the ae headquarters of ‘the successful 


3 the c om olsest. town of any size to the new £ Lela. it 





ce hos anding, p43 ny interests and. activities, Within a’ 
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a ie etd came: ina passenger conductor on the Southern Pacific 
weer pert tpi to tf ef wees * Ve 


hry’ 


¢ Jennings, and oil were the leading topics of conversation 


nyse, + 


(“Orleans and Houston, 


_ Svery arriving, train, brought more visitors to the oil community. 
th ee pt SR A a a Gs ta PR Ay : 


tom Be Beaunont, Bey Yrleans, Houston, Dallas, St. Louis and other place 
* ren: F ‘ 


haf Ge? 


in the ‘town hotels and lodging odes were crowded to canacity. ain 
ne oe - 
prices had not aces as jate as the 2>th,of September, seapahe a great 


aty De Wola teteye menace ee ose ao ee Ly soon. after the etn ‘came in, 


? . 25 
but this did not aay e nt restaurants From doing a booming business, 


i. 
eal estate agents were very numerous, listing their bargains on eS Ys 
plackboards which were displayed on every corner in the town. Some typical 
-lstings were: "choice tract within half a mile of the well," “fifty 


eres within four miles of the husher," "few shares of Jennings Oil Stock 


or $3, today only," "choice tract close to the husher sell whole or any 





23 New Orleans Timeavemocrat, September 24, 1901, 
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Bei enn ings Daily Times, September 27, 101. 


2° New Orleans Times-Democrat, September 27, 1901. 
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al a ie ¥ Puig Sak hag! 8 at ND CR re us : ‘ 
td re soon became a daily routine for the people to make at least | 
: Bestennt 26 ositer a ell “Eo Schell 9 Ree BRUT Regt ger OIE 
one anep ley fa day to ‘the’ well ‘to check on the work in progress, and many of 
28 
aoe Cee beak SRE a en en Re oe Pia Sa . tay ; 
‘the visitors took small'bottles of oil away with them as souvenirs. 1 


; “Companies soon formed to provide transportation to and form the well. A 

rk 

: ‘frequent advertisement read; "Tf you want to spend a pleasant Sunday take 
; ee, 

PGullen"s hack™to"the*6il“field." | 


‘The oil'“discovery came during rice harvest season. OC, C. Duson, 


‘a Crowley promoter, stated that the farmers were completing the harves 

“as rapikly as possible’ in order to turn ‘their attention to the oil busi- 
30 
Tiesse* 


3 Asha ehiark 3 A 
City SEARRPSN TIO ah ws 
2 


Prise might be expected the boom attracted a number of undesirables, 
Concerning these an editorial in the local paper stated: 


how re! Minere is “a*good number of loungers and idlers hanging 
around the corners today, especially around the depot. 


ated 


4 This morning ‘a business man was herd to offer some of these 


ri Bs es 7 ee | > i be sib yer re 
: ‘ a aa, of GA 1. Fy : 





2° qpidy, September 28, 1901, 


test co 27 Jennings Daily "Tinies,' September 27, 1901. In Deaember the 
Southern Oil Company paid aid $31,500 for 6 3/4 acres “rom the Jennings- 
Heywood Oil ‘Syndicate's ‘holdings. 


eB aE er nee oascrat, September 25, 1?U1. 
bas 


29 Jennings Daily Times, October cee SRST 


30 New. Orleans Limes-Democrat, September 28, 1901. 
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Eten mutt Peat ohn on September:21, the bailing process 





Te 2ai, ar prt . 
pita sd in eeettcapt to unchoke the well. Scott Heywood made a trip 


to Beaumont in ‘order to secure a marine bailer better adapted to perform 


the job. The local papers, while Keep Ine in close touch with the well's 


activity, frequently displayed their inexperience with oil reporting. 


For example the marine bailer was repeatedly referred to by such incorrect 

52 
names as "moran" or "morean" bailer. 

While various expedients for unchoking the pipe were being tried, 
the gusher came in. On October 7, just berore noom, the ozl gushed to a 
height of seventy-five or eighty feet. This cimtinued for seven hours. 
The people who happened to be at the well were so awed by this display of 
nature that no one thought of carrying the news to the city. Mot until 
) gS 
7:30 pem. did word reach Jennings concerning the gusher. Then the 
people momentarily went wild, some shouting with joy. ‘those who camc sia) 
from the well were required to relate their observations over and over 
54 

again to Paereassnely larger audiences. 

The scene at the well the next morning was one of utter chaos. 
The oil had demolished the engine shed and many boards were torn off the 
derrick. Oil samd,covered the derrick floor, coating the tools and 
_. Jn eee 

3) Jennings Daily Times, September 27, 1901. 

52a fs ( 

ipide srOct over 5, T9014 
53° tpid., October 8, 1901. 


54 New Orleans Times-Democrat, October 8, 1901. 
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e‘latter part of October Dobbins was preparing to drill 





.e Prairie Mamou Company. The driller for Southern Oil .Company had 


“much equipmant on hand, ‘The Home Oil Company's driller was already 
seventy feet down, ‘The Pelican Oil Company had ordered machinery from 
Beaumont, and the Union Oil ‘Company was constructing its First dervick. 


‘ 


~~ “At the*close ‘of 1901 there were cour pumping wells in the “ield, 


one flowing well, four wells preparing to pump and two wells being drilled, 


SY. 
The oil was of a’higher quality than that produced at Beaumont. During 
the year of the Jennings oil discovery, seventy-six oil companies were 
we 5 eo 
capitalized in Louisiana at an aggregate figure of $44,063,000, Twelve 
39 


ot these, in November, 1901, were domiciled in Jennings. 

The’ first wells of several of the early companies were non- 

HOMESBS 9 APO gi 

productive.” Other’wells came’as pumpers rather than gushers., In the 

early part of 1902 the Southern Oi] Company brought in an outstanding 
&1 

producer known as Southern Number Two. 
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‘Jennings Daily Times, October 9, 1901. 
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EE Mineral Resources, peo pp. 20l-5668, 
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39 Jennings Daily Record, November 2, 1901. 
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41 Jennings Daily Record, February 24, 1902. 
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ee J As the Southern Number 


in 1902 Bredit.; Getty, a Jennings manufacturer, made marked 


_ improvements in.the,screen.,. From this time forward his screen was uscd 
An! » _ At (NS) 
jin bringing. in.every..well in the field. 
Zhe Southern Oil Company's third well was the next large cusher 
in the iield... Since,so many people had missed seeing the display a’ forded 


b TERE Ds ume ts One popular demand gaused the president of Southern 
joe} ee Nomi | chee —p 


O41 Conb alte sah spunea the. following not 
* pager * iad 
The Southern oil well number 5 will be turned 
loose and allowed to gush tomorrow aiternoon at tow 
PopchOch may 20, his -exchibitien will. be for the 
express purpose of CratiLying “the curiosity of those 
,.Who.have not,seen this well, and will not be repeated 

soon, 

southern O11 Company 

EB pleoakowson , eer sident“ 


The populace which turned out in an estimated force of two to three 
thousand or the dimonstration had the satisiaction of seeing a gush 


44 
that lasted for approximately fiftcen minutes. 





Heywood, "Autobiography", Oil (July, 1941), pp. 21-24, 
aS Jennings Daily. Record, May 27, 1902, 
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In July this well was struck 
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In 1902 the Jennings field produced and marketed 548,617 barrels 


of our,” ethe first marketed from Louisiana. Breakdown of the production 


49 


by month was as follows © be ae 


May Me Or eee eha2>,, 000 -Dartels 
ete Bhs aa ees ers 00,000 
Ly te Lette Fhe 2 75,000 
August .  e ee oe a 
WGepcemper’ se, (1 08,725 
DOE CP iictass Age vise cul oe wSee 
© November i) .. of 6 -« © 70,707 
December »« +» « « « 75,036 


———— ene 


PTotal te Otel. . .548,617 


This output, comprising the state's total production for 1902, was sold 


50 


‘at an average of $.344 per barrel, and brought a total return OMGLES,I965. 


In 1903 the field doubled its production with some of the con- 


een ae nae ae ae eae 


‘AS5srpial) sJune 30, 1902. 


46 Inga,’ July*15; 1902. 


47iitpsac) SJuly.17, 1902. 


48 spia.,. July 21, 1902. 


49 ns neral ‘Resources, 1902, 6p. 760. 
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lmost, three million parrelts. and in addition 
~ “w i a 
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‘ 670,000, bea were produced But not sold, The oil not 


keted was retained in earthen stroage tanks until the price advanced 
ae 7 efi Age 46 wie Lm ag % ¢ 








oe enough to warrant its sale, 
Papas ra £ oe ae a aay o et a \ 


= 


; Us owners ene Merk precaution in Saieguarding the oil tha 
Oe Nae Pit pea bb ees. ports . 
was stored. Bec: Sa foe search lights and guards were employed 
Pesce aA bh BRA 8 6 54% 

to insure its safety. it such a ioe quantity Of oil had caught fire, 
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fae not only would have | apes a tremendous dollar loss but also could 
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have ere. the entire field, 
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peognc tion increased steadly until the peak year of 1906, 


when a NS production of FMS pine; miliion Darrels valued, at $3,525,879 
er a eo aes RELI TH es eee 
Pete cained 4. 
Awe Jenn Lng S Oil uel. was establashed in the early years of 
Peary 
the oil Loos After changing hands several times this establishment 
ae ooh ee ae ee ee eye 0 Sa Seay. Ge has § } 5 “ ; 


came eee ve management of the Royal Petrolcum and Chemical Company. 
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in eee his STE put the, refinery on full-scale HProduction,. its chief 
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italyst in the procedssing of commercial salt. 


p apeede dls bavi i dosti Meas) my one 
: products Yoh a refinery Peetaded terpene, naphthal ine, and ree se 
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By the’ time the peak of mremeccien was reached the Jennings- 
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Heywood Oil Syndicate was operating its thirty-fourth merle the Crowley 


Bese eos 


Oil and Mineral Company its twentyneighth, the Producers Oil Company its 
tenth and the: ‘Chicago-Jennings oil eae its ninth. Other producers in 
the awe were, the Heywood oil Company, The Heywood Brothers Oil Corpora- 


“tion, the Biegler and Company , Evangel ine Oil Company, ibe Fie Bass and 
oT | a 


- Company and the Benckenstein and Frere Company. 


The Heywood brothers with, their many - SOE were the largest 
operators NS field. In inet to drilling they. owned and operated 


a£leet of cent barges on the Mermentau River. These barges transported 
58 


oil down the x iver to the Gulf, ‘usually unloading at Morgan City. The 


Heywood brothers: were Tees te to build a pipe Lingeirom the field to the 
ais 59 
Jennings loading racks. The line was completed and ready for service 


when the bringing in, of Southern Number Two and Youthern Number Three 
60 
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Souvenir, 1907, pp. 6-7. 

Jennings Weekly Times-Record, May a7, L807. 

Heywood, "Autobiography", Oil (July, 1941), pp. 21-24, 
59 hid, (June, 1941), pp. 22-24, 


Jennings Daily Record, May 26, 1902. 
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he p riod 1902 to 1921 are “tgiven in the table below. 
Thalia sie oso dhitecnie o's ce peer 
‘TABLE OF PRODUCLLON O# OIL BY BARCULS 

stale tne dal copes hy Ta gnev 
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shy Peet Jenn ings enicians 
Bechet mye be ihe Gehotlpe enews ata’, tel 
1902 | 548,617 BAG. OL 
eth eet 90Seerteae, cent, i: 892,609 —.- SHE ERS, 
_ 1904 2,905,527 2,941,419 
the weienl905e iesthhonnr si. 8,891,416 ; 8,910,416 
1906 © GS025 174 9,077,528 
Cem ages 907 Pe ce led, 895,905... > 5, 0007,221 
TOOS heh Blin 577, 5,788,874 
Meat of 1909i:e mud ture. 1,966,614 »...; 1,059,531 
1910 1,625,159 6,641,395 
Pita el OL tehty cetiese, Cb 180,1271.. » 10,720,470 
me O1e . eed 11 9,263,439 
re sey 1913 r haart ao cineca! is "790, 648 i | 12,498,828 
1914 412,036 14,309,435 
LOL Se eat PS. lis 434,815: \ ce doy Loy 
1916 516,674 15,248,138 
ecw: Wi) OF 7 ire ee: et rts Fit 99 469 re 8 lay bo25 201 
1918 369,000 16,043,000 
brat aie LOLS Sten des is $A 721347 , 000 17,188,000 
1920 oe OO 55,714,000 
bk mete Y Gate 19213: Laat, hid 254,000 ; 27,103,000 
. 61. Mineral.Resources, 1921, p. 268. 


62 ibid., 1901-1920. 
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its princi al crop. “this anaes bas prevailed from the town's 
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“founding to the eae ca be oral The mid-western people who settled through- 


A. Hons 4 OT a tL a ea 


out the southwest region, as well as in Jennings, were Eee noete for 


fetri ea erry eee Be y's ee 


me ESSE aes development of the rice erop. ‘They Poaiecel revolutionized 


x 


the industry by the introduction of methods and AU ls heretofore un- 
eT ek ary ye a ; 


ape Drei a Gercul tire , cee thesscene of them@irst oil’ activity in 


ae aa did poe cause the farmers toi forsake the cultivation of the land, 
iu 
Actually. the rice acreage increased during the years of this activity. 
ie 


he Jennings: oad. GSU cL Repent ispuniguesanachat the local citi- 


> pea 
) Lin 


zens to a eee extent maintained controlling interest. ‘The lleywood 


rat ie 
t 


brothers were the only outsiders who gained a controlling influcnce in 
any part of the field. Byt even this one xception did not result in 

CHa At Py RL LA 

absentee Sees he The Heywoods, after opening the Jennings field, sold 
ig oy 44 aye : . : ts, 

out their Texas interests and made Jennings their home, 


sles 


Research has not revealed any evidence of a crime wave as a 


ache A Anon Nes HL gat a 
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a Thirteenth peueue of the United Crates 21910, Vol. Vi, 
pp. 690- col. 


2 Heywood, "Autobiography", Oil (July, 1941), pp. 21-24. 
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result of the oil boom with its, many and varied Lollowers. Tha only 


) 


possible exception was, the disturbance concerning prohibition. 


‘There are possibly sovaral Laasons why the stability o Loa 


and order were not upset. Im the First placa, Jennings was an axtadbiliah 


. 


municipality when the oil diseoevary vag mado, having the iy Con a Ge oh Wo 


means for maintaining law and order. ‘this was not the case Wah woayard 


to a considerable number of the ail strikes in the country where the town 
was £ounded, and oil was discovered sim ltancously, with. the extabl .ahine 


of civil government coming. later. In the second place, the sudce arpyva.l 


of a large body of people was, not an uncommon occurrence Lor Jennings. 


Since the arrival. of, the First contingent of mid-westerners, the ner 


enerally came in large groups. An 


Srty newly arrived settlers being greeted by che citixens on on of 1! 
4 
main street’ intersections. Tin the third place, the Jennings field de 


old photograph (1892) shows apnroximately 


veloped more slowly than other well-known ficlds. Wot until the year l- 


four years alter discovery, did the annual production exceed 5,000,090 


5 


barrells. Tie Beaumont field produced that amount in the first year o 
operation. Another comparison with the Beaumont field finds Jenni 


with five producing wells at tne end of 1901, whild Beaumont had brough 


Vv 


in fourteen wells over a Like period of time. Moreover 
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See page 45 


- Jennings Jeff Davis Parish News, October 30, 1934. 
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See page 77. 


Forbes, Flush Production, p. 18. 





7 Wimeral Resources, 1901, pp. 561-568. 
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Spates “this field,” rong are Pers in southwest Louisiana, forms 
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a limited but Lely productive oil area Lies Ree Aes is the 
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pate er, This accounts for the Se tis OF various ae en industries 
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8 ee Rais Times—Democrat, October 14, 1901. 
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; . 2a Parvin: reai eetat: 
The son of U, R, and Sophia Streeter Cary was born in Boston, 


PRBARE TS. 
| Erie County, New York, on February 22, 1827, He was one of three 
_ children, ‘Wis brother John W, settled at Fort Scott, Kansas, and his 
ieee Udaria Cary at Spring Valley, vem o 
Young Cary received an academic education in the Boston common 
school, At the age of fourteen he began teaching. Cary taught school 
for two years before taking up a business career, At sixteen he accepted 
a position as plete with Bet omin Fitch, the owner of a wholesale and 
retail dry goods store in Buffals, New Saas 
At the age of twenty-one he set up his own mercantile business 
in Chantaugua county, New York, One year later he married Sully J. 
Medberry. Two children were born, a son and daughter. oth died in 
Aa In 1835 his wife also passed away. Cary then sold out his 
business in New York and moved to Freeport, Illinois, with his parents. 
Cary engaged in the mercantile business and farming in his new 


home. Soon after his arrival he married Clara F, Daniels of Jearborn, 


Michigan. To his second wife were born five children, four sons and one 
daughter. 


re ne a 


1 Perrin, Southwest Louisiana, pp. 145-146, 


i} 


2 Jennings Times, 4pril 24, 1901. 
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estate and the mercantile 
1% +e th Aeawayiva: s kit 1 
» cia . 
: se : hytrhe ee + ie ure O- re a wat : L ; 
; res the ae of fifty-six, an age when most men begin to curtail 
“eheeeived: the GAcat gene 
: TAC asa SR Cary came to Louisiana and soon developed the community 
es 
of Jennings. 
gay a9 5 [ 


. After an active and interesting life in Jennings, ''Father" Cary 


died on January 21, 1915, His name and good works have lived long after 


Ny 


his death, The names Jennings and Cary will always be synonomaus, 
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. John 1, Roberts was born in Pennsylvania in 1843, His mother 





al ae 
eld oh ae pe i cdi aul fa a ie 4 Ci Py 
came from eemcenys at seek age of eight, John, one of eleven children, 


received the usual general education of the day, 

At the age of seventeen he enlisted in the United States Army, 
serving throughout the Civil War in Company "K", 24th Ohio Volunteer 
Regiment. In the Battle of Stone River he received wounds which caused 
his retirement from combat service. lle served the remainder of the war 
mRerarclerk in the office of the Adjutant General of Ohio. After the war 
he traveled extensively in the south. 

_In 1870 he married Minta llearwood of Jefferson, Texas, llis 
wife died in Biloxi, Mississippi, in 1886, After spending some time in 
the mercantile business in Georgia, he went to north Louisiana in 1882 
ron two years, 


In 1884 he came to Jennings where he received employment as 


a clerk in A, D, McFarlain's store, In 1888 he married speseuhis in 
1 
Evarts, 


In Jennings he became an active member ef a society for the 
first time, His leadership in civic affairs was soon apparent, tle was a 
member of the Masons and was commandant’ of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
Perrin, Southwest Louisiana, p. 190. 
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: fon. 0, MceParlain 
aided the mio! ; ¢ 





ade wail | | 
A, D, McFarlain, one of four children, was born in St, Mary 





aS 
hgh RS SS SS 
Parish, Loursianay einel 855.) Hisefather, originally from Ireland, was 
reared and educated in Virginia and moved to Louisiana while still a 
young man, ae second marriagefour more children were vorn to the elder 
McFarlain,. 
| | The boy A, D., having received a very limited education at 
home, went to work as a farm hand at the age of thirteen, After one 
year on the farm he became engaged in the saw mill industry and remained 
in this work for twelve years. In 1873 he married Margaret Numphries, 
He was the father of eight children, In 1881 he moved to Calcasicu 
suse and established a general store near the Jennings depot, By 1891 
he was rated as one of janes largest property owners, He owned 
fifteen resident houses, 400 city lots, and 4,000 acres of farm land, 
His business grossed $20,000 a year, He bacame actively en) aged in 


politics, serving foru years as deputy sheriff and four years as town 
Al 


constable and one year as mayor, 


Along with his other activities he was a large producer of 
rice and in this connection contributed to the development of the canal 


system which became a permanent feature of the rice industry. With the 





1 Perrin, Southwest Louisiana, pp. 178-179; Photographs of 
past mayors in the City Hall, Jennings, Louisiana, 
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4£ &, R. Shankland 
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2 ine. * 7 i 
7 ye eens Shankland was born in Uewis) Delaward, in 1819, Left 


an orphan at an early age, he was reared by a family friend in Phila- 


delphia, He later worked on the Philadelphia-Pittsburg Canal for five 


years. 
He served in the army under Colonel Zachery Taylor for two 


years, being actively engaged in the Seminole War. At the termination 


of his military career he settled in Jowa and entered in the seed and 


implement business. in the panic 66 1857 he lost all he had accumulated. 


This accounted for his start in farming and horticulture. te was very 


successful in his new vocation, serving as president of the state agri- 


cultural society. He later served four as Yeputy United States 


Marshall for the northern district of Towa. 
In all he married three times, The first tine in 1839, the 


second in 1862, and in 1882 he married Olivia Ilemstead, the daughter of 


an ex-governor of Iowa. By his first mazriage he had <ive children. 


In 1885 Shankland came to Jennings with other lowans. He co- 


sponsored the first agricultural fair in Jennings, placing special 


emphasis on fruit, After becoming president of the Southwest Louisiana 


severgl occasions 


Horticultural Society, He represented his locality on 
1 


at variour agricultural conferences in the parish and state. 


cee eta a ae Le re 


1 perrin, Southwest Goulsiana, p. 194. 
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Louisiana, declare themselves a body ; 
taxes, make laws, sue, and own proverty - 


Sree <a ey ns ite ,' o> 

Pe. eine. Commencing at the northwest corner of the north- 
st quarter of northwest quarter Section 28, Township 9 South, Rane 4 

st, running thence east on section Line three miles, thence south _ 
‘three and one quarter milss, thenece west three miles, thence north three EES e. 


and onc quarter wiles to place of beginning. . 
ly ve 


Section [Il 
i The town shall have one mayor and five trustees elected by p 


popular vote, All officials must be qualified electors. 


~Seetion IV 
Any person qualified to vote for state officials according to 


state laws shall be qualificd to vote for municipal officials. In adal- 
tion he must have been a resident of Jennings for thirty days prier £6 
any election. 


Section V. 


lection of city officials shall be hela on the last Fricay . 
of each odd year beginning on December 26, 1889, Officials to serve ture heed 
years. - 
Section VI 
Officials are to take oath as peeseribed, Laxes Will be assessed ~ 
7 q . i 7 4 LS. 
and collected in same manner as done by the state. ~4n TM ever wil ir tax 
rate exceed then mills on the dollar for any year. 
Section VIi 
Lien on taxable property for the city will be given second placsc 
to the state. 
Seetion Viil 
All businesses declared to be Taxable. 
uw 


Section LA 
City assessment will be 


oided by the assessment roll kept vo 
the Parish Tax Assessor. 


Qo 
O 
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byt BALL eae? ovr) | 
commissioners to hold an élection for adoption of city 





Seroharter 
Bit oe, Bey: . : 
2 -- The charter was officially adopted as a result of the clection, 
pee Be 1 j 
3 -- Prohibited drinking in public, disorderly conduct, discharge of 
fire arms; playing dice, cards or any game of chance on the strects 
i Or in public, houses of ill repute, driving or riding horses of 
other aminals at "furious" rate of speed through the streets, hitch- 
° * . - Sin} - 
ing of horses or mules on sidewalk, and horseracing. Failure to 


, pay the fine for any offense committed resulted in having to worl 
om the city streets at the rate of eye OO a ae unital the fine is 
j worked out. : 
q : s 


4... Prohibited sheep, goats and other liv¢stock to roam the streets, 
The marshall was required to impound livestock caught at large. 
The owner was required to pay expenses, The marshall wax require: 
to keep a record of all brands, 

5 .. Made it unlawful to obstruct sidewalk, street or ditch. 


\ 6 -- lax assessment in way of license on all businesses. 


7,-- Owners were required to meve dead animals; foe not one 1m sic, hours, 
the town tarshall authorized to do so at owners expense, 


8 -. Uniawtul for trains to obstruct road crossing 1u Jennings tor more 
than ten minutes. 


9 -- Unlawful to take fruit or vegetsbles from anothers Property. 
10 -- Dogs must be licensed and collare.. 


Pee iaced aAlmuial tax ot .vén mills on the dollar at assessed valuation 
Ge property. 


12 -- Male citixens required to work om raads four days a year or pay cl bipeo, 4 
per day to the city (four days). 
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ec Op ane’ at 


ered construction of advitional sidewalks. 


- Required construction of ‘additional sidewalks. 


‘Open privies, slop holes and other such UNSLGhtly objects must 


removed from ctowia, 
Drinking houees Wiliepe elosen at-1l ¥. i. 
Unlawful to allow vicious animals to run at large. 


Unlawful to disiurb a peaceful assembly. 


Prohibited cruelty to animals. 
aN 


Prohibited removal of impounded anials. 


Unlawful, to use obscene or abusise language in aduressing an o 
carrying out his duty. 


1869 


Pee rea sale of intoxicating liquors within the corporate 11 
Provided punishment For Vagrancy. 

special tac or tup and one-hal: mills levied —or eight years. 
Required construction o* additional siaewalks 
Roquired eonsturetion of additaonal sidewalks. 


Special tax of two and one-half Hine toc teachers ane. eee 


"AV aT 


tax of five and one-half mills for seneral purpose. 


Prohibited saubliss or betting howses in cit; Aa ee ce 


city 


ad employess” can laweully jump on or off railrond 


tages any auinal su sering crom « isea 


tcer 


cae 
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fees of his oftice, 
ee for school board members so that members 


it 


- an a : P 
Street commissioner's office abolished; replace. by comas tte: o£ 


each year, 


& 


1890 


ere 


~ 


5 «- Sale of intoxicating. liquors prohibited, 


-- Prohibited accumulation of garbage. 

nf . U 
58 -- Repealed that part of Ordinance 3 which requive. those who [ailed 
4 ) pay fines to work on the road. 


59 -- Prohibited the playing of the same o- NCpayci me ee CLLY iwi. 


POeee fet eolichea a board of health o: turne sere s to be a2 o1ieed 
by the mayor; one member must bata grace I physician, cre 
tolgave mower to make rules ent sry lat Isis). 

bees Pont ice Bunisiment Sor violation o Wampler laws ao owl i 3! 


Ordinance 34. 


1893 


ee ee 


r 


73 -- Allowen Messers 
in Jeanings.stametallation charjc to be S1G.007 monthly care 22.0 


ue 


74, ~- Granted.a franchise to Postal-Telegraph-CGabie Convany to ontlate 
service in Jennings. 


oa © 


streets, Street repairs to be dove between April and vente or of 


Johnson and Perkins to instail a teciephons syst 


Cve-aGrante. a Lranchise=to Rh. »,. Stearns and associates to insecnil ance 









> - a 





— ‘ 7 = : = 7 
o wat Be aah. re 
: . 
fen fer a 
jad I gute "ote leeks Joaese 
sow: Jote7e  (eenadse 
1Bev dors 






oe Louisiana General 


Prnutinn —elub eranted the risht to play ball on suniay, 

A. % geal nine | af } ; 

Called for ‘an election to authorize a municipal inceptedness of 

veges) pee water works. One hundred bonds of "250 cach at vive 
per cent interest per anevum to be issuad. ppetroin. @. Live millte 


~# 
to pay tor the boids: 
68 -- Special tax passed for school system, f 
I Pome -alesor liquor made lecal. 


1901 


95 ~~ Cumberland Telephone Company authorized to oncrate in 
Jennings; telephone in mayor's o! ice to be sree ee ech were, 


7 96 == Gambling made unlawful. 
97 -- Storage of oil on ground surface unlawiul. 
98 -- Prohibited the sale of li:uor, 
100 =-'Reaffirmed Ordinance 98. 
102 -- Hstablished “ire limits and building restric 
1902 


103 - 


Proposed municipal ownership of a town hall anw scwerazc and water 
words system 


104 -- Prohibited prostitution. 
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Pipes esaloone bteensed, 
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Prohibited gambling. 


a 


1906 









authorized to do business. 


led an election to authorize a municipal indebtedness of $25,000 
- for construction fo school building. 


Jennings Oil Company and Ueywood Brothers eranted right to construct, 


operate and maintain telephone and telegraph line. 


LO 7 





Prohibited skating on sidewalks. 


In accepting the donation of $10,000 for a new library building from 
Andrew Carnegie and the site from the Ladies Library Society, granted 


$1,000 a year to support the library. 


stablished a nine member Library board o- trustees, 


Set aside funds for the new school. 


All gates were required to be hung so as not to hang over the 
walk. 


Prohibited spitting on sidewalk. 

Pepeales the abesa ordinance, 

Established automobile regulations, 

Expanded the police force and charified its duties. 
Prohibited cock fighting in cue caty Limits. 

Prohibited the placing of posters on poles, fences, etc. 


ar ra “ i 
Provided for punishment o: vagrancy. 
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7 -- Provided for the construction 6£ concrete side- 








204 => Prohibited the ridins of bicycles on sidewalks. 
P0s- =-Authorized ball playing on Sundays from 2:00 to 7:00 P. M. 
211 -- Required all amies from twenty-one to Fifty to work on strects not 


to exceed two days a year or in default to pay $1.50 per day for 
two days a year. 





: O)@ == Granted a franchise (not exclusive) to C. C, Johyson authorizing the 
Establishment of an electric light system, 
1912 
222? —— Granted authority for the city to provide accomnicdations for the 


Police Jury. 


oe ace. Jernings under; Act 207 of the 1912 legislature, mayor- 
commissioner plan. 


220 ~- Automobile sneed limit established as ten miles per hour in busincss 
districts and fifteen miles per hour elsewhere in city limits minimum 
driving age, eighteen, 





226 —- Authorized a spécial tax te provide a court house and furnishings, 
231 -- Prohibited gambling. 
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935.4 ihe use of slot machines and other similar mechanical devices declarec 
illegal, 
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1918 





- Provided for additional street paving. 
O65 Co ea aY ordered the aaa fo the Mahaffey Hotel. 


265 -- Provided penal cies for anyone entering the aviation grounds, If 
a child under twelve violated the ordinance, the parents concerned 


suffered the penalty, 


Loe, 





| aa ee 268 -- Contracted with the Southwest Public Service Company for the street 
a lights of Jennings. 


ee. baer 1920 


270 =~ Authouized the mayor to procure one carload of war surplus sub- 
sistence stores to »e sold in Jennings. 


Se ee 


279 -- Required all movies and theatres to be closed on Sunday.* 





*Ordinance Book, et passim. 
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| October, 1936, 
"Photographs esas dates Zin the City Hall, Jennings, Louisiana. 
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-— Parish, Jennings, Louisiana, 1912. 
Southwest Louisiana, Gincinnati, 1894. 
Souvenir, Jennings, Louisiana, 1903, 
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Unpublished Thesis 


Lindsay, William Bo, “Marketing of Louisiana Rice’, M. A. ‘Thesis, Louisiana 
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1940, at which time he entered the United States Army, After 
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_ serving five and one half years, three of which were spent overseas, he 
— > 7 


-—s entered Gentenary College and received the B. A, desree in June, 1947. 


He is at present enrolled in Louisiana State University. 
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